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winter gathering
By Joan Van Gorp, Friends' President

 The bad weather that had been predicted passed us by and the Friends Board and about 25 Friends members spent the afternoon 
together on Saturday, February 24, at the Winter Gathering (Annual Meeting).  Neal Smith, his granddaughter and great-granddaughters 
were special guests at the Gathering. It is always a pleasure to visit with Mr. Smith and hear of his continued enthusiasm for the Refuge. 
 After enjoying lunch, the Friends Board and Refuge Project Leader, Scott Gilje, shared what had been done in 2017 and the projects 
planned for 2018. The Friends Board produced an Annual Report for 2017 and distributed it at the meeting. Copies of the Annual Report 
are available at the Refuge and also on the Friends website.  Drawings were held for many door prizes and Assistant Project Leader, 
Cheryl Groom, led a tour of the seed lab and greenhouse.  
 We want to thank our Friends members for their continued support and we hope to see many of you at next year’s Winter Gathering, as 
well as all the other events at the Refuge. Everything that is done to support the Refuge’s projects and events could not be accomplished 
without our Friends members.

Visitor services regional workshop
By Nancy Corona, Visitor Services Manager

 In February, Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge (NSNWR) hosted the Visitor Services Workshop for the Mid-West (Region 3) of 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  Nearly 50 participants comprised of visitor services staff, refuge managers, and headquarters staff 
(Washington D.C.) convened for a three day workshop.  The workshop objectives included sharing refuge programming, networking and 
receiving updates from regional and national level leaders.
 Maggie O’Connell, Visitor Services Chief for Region 3, did an outstanding job of coordinating the event.   Linda Walker, Headquarters 
Chief of Visitor Services and Communications, stated that in 2017, 53 million people visited National Wildlife Refuges.  Linda provided 
an overview of national level objectives, emphasizing that delivering high quality experiences to communities and visitors is a top prior-
ity.  The workshop covered an array of topics including tools to assess communities, digital communications, strategic planning, and new 
technology and media.  
	 Some	of	the	fine	folks	from	NSNWR	presented	including	Joan	Van	Gorp	who	spoke	about	the	Friend	of	NSNWR	collaboration	with	
the refuge.   Patrick Bryant, the People for Pollinator Coordinator, talked about his involvement with the R3 Hunting and Fishing Initia-
tive.  R3 stands for Recruit, Retain and Reactivate.  The goal of this program is to mentor a new population of hunters and anglers while 
reactivating	those	that	have	taken	a	hiatus	from	the	field.		As	part	of	this	initiative,	Patrick	assisted	Pheasants	Forever	in	coordinating	a	
mentoring	pheasant	hunt	at	the	refuge.		Zone	Law	Enforcement	Officer,	Carl	Lantz,	presented	an	informative,	as	well	as,	entertaining	
program regarding handling visitor regulatory and safety issues on refuges.
 The workshop was jammed packed with interesting and essential information.  Hopefully, a mid-west regional workshop will be 
scheduled again within the next few years so staff can reconnect and collaborative for the purpose of advancing the National Wildlife 
Refuge System’s visitor services and outreach objectives.



2 

New Faces at the refuge

My name is Kieran Bowe and I 
am the seasonal Visitor Services 
Park Ranger at Neal Smith Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge.  I cur-
rently reside in West Des Moines 
and have lived most of my life 
in central Iowa.  I am an avid 
outdoor recreation enthusiast, 
graduate of Iowa State University, U.S. Army veteran, and have 
worked in various forms of government service for over 6 years.  As 
a Park Ranger in Visitor Services, it is both my duty and pleasure 
to inform and instruct the public on the purpose of the refuge as 
well as facilitate public interpretation of the immense variety of 
resources it has to offer.  As a formally licensed secondary educa-
tor in the state of Iowa, I am lucky to work alongside students and 
visitors to help further the mission of the refuge and convey the 
passion that its staff and volunteers have for its continued success.

Kieran bowe

myriam gray

I am Myriam Gray, now working 
happily at the Neal Smith Wildlife 
Refuge as a Plant Propagation Intern. 
It is amazing to me that I will be part 
of that great prairie lover’s family for 
two solid months, doing what I love the 
most: playing with plants and getting 
my hands dirty!
I have to say that I am not totally new to 
plant science and nature conservation. 
I am an agronomist from Quebec City, 

Canada, where I used to work as a project manager for the research 
centers of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. Most of my projects 
focused on agriculture conservation practices, such as riparian 
buffers, agroforestry, invasive plants and nutrients management.
Before you ask me how I ended up here… I moved to Iowa in Au-
gust 2015 to live together with my husband, Chris. As I explored 
my new home state, I eventually came to walk along the refuge’s 
trails. It was August. The prairie was in full bloom. I could hear 
armies of bees buzzing blissfully, and see swallows zapping over 
my head. I just felt in love with the tallgrass prairie. What a change 
from Quebec’s thick spruce and maple forests!
Then, last summer, I started to volunteer for the wildlife refuge. 
I truly enjoyed my work with prairie plants, so much that when 
I heard about the plant propagation internship, I immediately 
jumped on this opportunity to learn a great deal from experienced 
prairie specialists! With my colleague Michael, and under the car-
ing supervision of Karen, we will grow more than 30,000 native 
prairie plants from seeds to be planted on the refuge or distributed 
to Iowa citizens. Not talking about the pounds of seeds we will 
clean to implement more native prairies on the refuge. What an 
achievement it will be!

michael French

My name is Michael French and I am 
excited to spend the next few months at 
Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge as 
a Biology Intern. I was born and raised 
in Dubuque, Iowa where I was able to 
visit the Mines of Spain State Recreation 
Area and hike a lot through its forests 
and	prairie.	Save	for	a	few	school	field	
trips, I haven’t had a lot of exposure to 
working on the prairie or helping to monitor wildlife. Through this 
internship, I hope to gain a better understanding of prairie plant 
propagation and learn more about wildlife management.
I am currently a senior undergrad at Iowa State University study-
ing Landscape Architecture with a double major in Environmental 
Studies. Over the past few summers, I have been able to work for 
a variety of organizations such as the City of Iowa City Parks & 
Recreation, Youth Works, and Wagner Nursery Inc. Between my 
previous	work	experience	and	time	at	school,	I	am	still	figuring	out	
what I want to do long-term. Currently, I hope to go down a career 
path that allows me to work with a variety of people and to create 
habitat for native wildlife species in urban areas.  

Breed: black Labrador mix
Joined	our	pack	in	2005
Scents: 32, including Hawaiian rosy wolf snails and Chinese     
         moon bear scat
After	12	years	of	extraordinary	work	in	the	field,	Wicket	is	hanging	
up her working vest and booties. During her career she learned to 
detect a record-breaking 32 targets for projects in seven countries 
and 18 states. She traveled more than 100,000 miles (some by bush 
plane, motor boat, kayak, and the back of an elephant) and excelled 
at	detection	in	open	fields,	dense	forests,	and	everything	in	between.

When WD4C’s Aimee Hurt found her at a Montana shelter, Wicket 
was a one-year-old wild-child who spent her time barking and 
bounding off the walls of her kennel. Aimee helped Wicket put her 
unstoppable drive to good use, and it would be hard to quantify the 
conservation impact this single dog has had in the years since. She 
has earned a retirement of plush dog beds and leisure travel, but 
we	will	miss	her.	Wicket	helped	us	push	the	field	of	conservation	
detection forward by teaching us just how much she was capable 
of, and we are proud to have had her as a colleague and friend.

Wicket worked at Neal Smith NWR four 
times, searching for Chinese bush clover 
each time. On her last visit here, she also searched for whorled 
milkweed. She was trained to find prairie violet, but the dogs were 
not able to detect this species at a distance great enough to be useful.
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what's happening this spring?
By Doreen Van Ryswyk, Secretary

Unless otherwise indicated, to register for programs, contact Doreen 
at 515/994-3400 or email Doreen_vanryswyk@fws.gov.
Photo Hike with Bryan Hansel
Friday, April 6 at 6:00 p.m.
Join	professional	photographer,	Bryan	Hansel,	 for	 a	photo	hike	
at the Refuge to learn techniques of nature photography. Bryan is 
an award-winning landscape photographer and outdoor educator. 
He has over 25 years of photography experience with over 100 
publication credits from magazines.
Earth Day
Saturday, April 21, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
In honor of Earth Day, we invite 
volunteers to help us restore prairie 
and oak savanna ecosystems on the 
Refuge. Volunteers will participate 
in stewardship activities. Groups and 
individuals are welcome. FREE lunch 
provided by the Friends of Neal Smith 
NWR. Pre-registration is required.
International Migratory Bird Day
Saturday, April 28, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Are you interested in birds? Spring is the perfect time to explore 
outside	and	search	for	birds!	Join	us	for	a	ranger-led	morning	bird	
hike, raptor programs, crafts and other activities. The program is 
open	 to	 the	public	and	all	activities	are	 free.	The	annual	Junior	
Duck Stamp Ceremony will be held at 1:30 p.m. Pack your lunch 
and stay for the day!
Pedal the Prairie
Saturday, May 19, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 a.m.
Join	us	for	our	third	annual	spring	bike	ride	on	the	Prairie	Parkway	
Bike	Trail!	Ride	among	wildflowers,	toss	seed	bombs,	meet	live	
animals, hike the trails and participate in games and crafts. The 
Prairie Parkway Trail Ride (10 miles) and the Family Fun Ride 
(1.5 miles) both start at 9:00 a.m. Activities are ongoing until 1:00 
p.m. To register go to "Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge" on 
Facebook and click "going".
Teaching in the Outdoor Classroom - Free Teacher Workshop
Wednesday and Thursday, June 13-14, from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
K-12 educators and anyone interested in Environmental Education 
are welcome to register for this free two-day workshop. Learn how to 
use an integrated curriculum in the outdoors, new ways to motivate 
and excite your students, gain knowledge of Iowa's native tallgrass 
prairie ecosystem and learn how to access relevant technology and 
resources. AEA License Renewal Credit is available at a cost of 
$35.00. Upon full completion of the course, participants will receive:
•	 Priority	field	trip	scheduling	and	planning	support
•	 Ready to use curriculum and materials
•	 Two peaceful days at a National Wildlife Refuge! 
For additional information and to register, call Nancy at 515-994-
3400 or email Nancy_corona@fws.gov.

Junior Ranger Pollinator Party
Saturday, June 23 at 1:00 p.m.
Celebrate National Pollinator Week 
by joining us for a pollinator program 
for children ages 6-10 accompanied 
by their favorite adult. Listen to a 
story about pollinators, take a walk 
to search for pollinators, and make 
a craft.
Nature Tots
Saturday, April 7, Signs of Spring
Saturday, May 5, Burrowing Buddies
Saturday, June 2, Pollinator Party
Children ages 3-5 are invited to bring their favorite adult to join 
us from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., as we read stories, go outside, 
make nature crafts, and much more!  Pre-registration is required. 

Second Saturday
Saturday, April 14
Saturday, May 12
Saturday, June 9
Interested in giving back to the environment and the prairie recon-
struction efforts at the Refuge? Volunteer days occur on the Second 
Saturday of each month from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Photo Hikes
Saturday, April 14, 6:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Sunday, May 20, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 23, 6:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Photographers of all skill levels and using all camera types are 
invited to photograph the spring prairie on a ranger-led walk. All 
photographers will also have the opportunity to enter our 2018 Photo 
Contest and exhibit your work in our art gallery in November and 
December  2018. Pre-registration is requested. 

Do It Yourself Prairie Series
Saturday, April 14 - Transplanting Seedlings
Saturday, May 12 - Preparing Your Site
Saturday, June 9 - Planting your Garden
Want to learn how to create your own 
prairie garden? Learn a new skill 
every	month	through	July	2018.	All	
sessions are held from 10:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. This series is for aspir-
ing prairie gardeners of all ages and 
experience. Individuals and groups 
are welcome.
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taking bison Photos at the refuge
By Kristie Burns

The Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge is home to hundreds of different insects, birds, plants and animals. However, hundreds of 
visitors drive through the auto-tour section of the park each year hoping to get a glimpse, and perhaps a photo, of the majestic bison that 
also roam here. 

The tips below will help prevent some of the most common mistakes made when photographing bison and will help you go home with 
a memory you may even want to frame.

1. Achieving the Perfect “Bison Light”: Because bison are very dark animals and the prairie 
sky is often very light, it is a challenge to get a photo exposed properly for both bison 
and sky. When taking photos of the bison, the most common challenges I have faced 
are either “white sky” or “silhouette of black bison with no detail”. To prevent this easily, 
you should plan your visit for the time between sunrise and 90 minutes after sunrise or 
for about two hours before sunset up until 30 minutes before sunset. Evenly lit pictures 
can also be taken on cloudy days, just before a rainstorm or just after a rainstorm if you 
are not attached to having a blue sky. 

2. Correcting for Less Than Ideal Lighting: If you can’t make it to the refuge during an “ideal 
light” time, then there are ways to work with the available light. Choose an exposure 
somewhere between the correct exposure for the sky and the correct exposure for the 
bison. On my camera I will simply take a photo, look at the image on my screen and then 
decide if I need to add +1 exposure or more. 

3. Editing for Ideal Lighting: Once you take a photo like I described in tip #1 or tip #2, you can 
easily come back home, download your photos and edit both the shadow and light areas 
of your image. Even my free “Preview” option on my MAC provides me with the option 
to edit shadows and light areas. You will most likely want to increase light in the shadow 
areas of your photo and decrease light in the lighter areas of your photo. 

4. Be Creative: If you do end up with a white sky, you can always be creative with it and cre-
ate what I call a “studio shot” – a shot where your subject looks like you purposely put it 
against a white background. If you end up with a bison silhouette, you can also be creative 
by taking the photo against a sunset or by adding a sunset later using any photo 
editing program that allows you to put two photos together. I use the Enlight 
photo app on my iPhone. You can also use more advanced photo editing software, 
like Adobe photoshop, Adobe Lightroom, Pixelmator or the free software, GIMP.

5. Use the Correct Lens: If you want photos that feature bison, you will need a tele-
photo lens as it is not safe to approach the bison with a cell phone. If you do not 
have a camera with a telephoto lens, you can purchase telephoto attachments for 
your cell phone or purchase an inexpensive “bridge camera”. If you do not have 
a telephoto lens, you can still get fantastic photos of the bison. However, you will 
need to focus on the landscape rather than one animal itself. The vast prairie and 
beautiful skies make it possible to get fantastic landscape images with your cell 
phone. Be sure to use HDR mode.

6. Crop Your Photos: Don’t be afraid to crop your photos to get closer to the bison. If you take an 
HDR photo on an iPhone, this can actually result in a nice close-up shot if your original photo 
was not too far from the animal. 

7. Focus on the Eyes: The viewer will automatically see the eye of your bison first, so make sure 
that feature is in focus. Even if part of your bison is out of focus or out of the frame, always make 
sure the eye is sharply in focus and in the frame.

8. Use the Correct Shutter Speed: Set your camera for shutter priority at 1/500th of a second for 
standing buffalo and up to 1/1600th of a second for moving bison. If you do not have a shutter-
priority setting on your camera, then set your camera on “sports mode” or “movement mode”. If 
your hands are a bit shaky use the car window to steady your camera and/or increase the shutter 
speed to compensate. The most common mistake when photographing animals is to use a shutter 
speed that is not high enough. This will result in blurry or less-than-sharp photos.
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Nature's Notebook update
By Karen Viste-Sparkman, Refuge Biologist

use amazonsmile to support the Friends
By Joan Van Gorp, Friends President

Field sparrows
By Karen Viste-Sparkman, Refuge Biologist

One of the signs of spring 
that I look forward to 
each year is the song of 
the Field Sparrow. The 
musical bouncing-ball 
whistles across the prai-
rie, accelerating as it con-
tinues. Field Sparrows 
are found in grasslands 
with shrubs or small 
trees, which provide sup-
port for the nests that they 
build low in the woody vegetation. At Neal Smith NWR, they can 
often be heard in areas along the edges of oak savannas, brushy 
roadsides, or other areas with scattered shrubs. They are seldom 
seen in residential areas.
	 In	addition	to	their	songs,	Field	Sparrows	can	be	identified	by	
their rusty cap, pink bill, and clear breast. They are distinguished 
from Chipping Sparrows by the lack of an eyeline. American Tree 
Sparrows also look similar, but have a yellow bill and central breast 
spot, and are usually not present at the same time as Field Sparrows, 
although the two species may overlap in the spring and fall. 
 Field Sparrows usually begin arriving in our area in late March 
or early April, and some are still around through October or into 
November. They are short-distance migrants, spending the winters 
in the southern United States.
 Field Sparrow populations have been declining throughout their 
range due to loss of habitat as shrubby areas transition to woodlands, 
but they are still common. They are found throughout most of the 
United States east of the Rocky Mountains during some part of the 
year.
 As you visit the refuge this spring and summer, I hope you ap-
preciate the songs of Field Sparrows!

Photo: Tom Dunkerton

 Last fall several volunteers began collecting data for Nature’s 
Notebook, which monitors the timing of life cycle events at a par-
ticular place. At Neal Smith NWR, we are recording data on the 
Overlook Trail and the Savanna Trail. In particular, we are making 
observations	of	butterfly	milkweed,	prairie	violet,	burr	oak,	mon-
arch	 butterflies,	Common	Yellowthroats,	 Eastern	Meadowlarks,	
Dickcissels, Red-headed Woodpeckers, and Eastern Bluebirds. 
 Since our observations 
didn’t begin until September 
last year, we didn’t get much 
data on some of our target spe-
cies. We were able to record the 
most extensive information on 
burr oak trees, documenting 
their leaf cover as the leaves 
changed color and fell, and the 
number of acorns as they ripened and dropped. It was interesting to 
note differences in individual trees, with some producing more acorns 
than others. We observed Red-headed Woodpeckers and Eastern 
Bluebirds throughout the winter, although not on every visit. With 
time we’ll get a better picture of the timing of the migration of the 
birds	and	monarch	butterflies	and	the	leafing	out	and	blooming	of	
the plants.
 If you’re interested in seeing our progress or learning more, you 
can view the web site: https://fws.usanpn.org/Neal-Smith. We’ll 
continue updating the web site as we collect more data.
 If you are interested in participating, we plan on doing additional 
training this spring. While we are visiting the sites each week during 
the growing season, the same person does not need to come each 
time so we will develop a schedule to be sure the sites are monitored 
regularly by someone. At the training this spring, we’ll go over the 
survey	protocol,	identification	of	the	birds,	and	how	to	observe.	The	
plants to observe will be marked.  The date for the training has not 
yet been set. Please contact Karen at Karen_vistesparkman@fws.
gov or 515-994-3400 if you’d like to be put on the list of volunteers 
to	be	notified	about	Nature’s	Notebook	training.
 

Did you know just by shopping on Amazon you can directly support the Friends?  The AmazonSmile Foundation is a 501(c)(3) private 
foundation	created	by	Amazon	and	they	will	make	a	donation	to	a	person’s	selected	charitable	organization.	When	first	visiting	Amazon-
Smile, you will be prompted to select a charitable organization and we hope you search for and pick the Friends of Neal Smith National 
Wildlife Refuge. All your shopping is done exactly as when you were on Amazon.com. The big difference is for eligible purchases at 
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to your selected charitable organization. This is 
an easy way to provide additional funds for the Friends in their support of the many projects and events at the Refuge. The link shown 
below will take you directly to smile.amazon.com in support of the Friends, so you won’t have to search further. It’s the easiest way to 
find	and	support	the	Friends	on	AmazonSmile.

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/42-1417678
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The power of a Friends group is its members.  Please support this all volunteer, non-profit organization with 
your tax-deductible gift and be a part of the learning, growing and discovery happening at the Neal Smith 
National Wildlife Refuge every day.  Thank you!

____$25 -- big bluestem Friend  ____$50 -- bison buddy    
____$100 -- savanna saver            ____$250 -- Prairie Patron
____other -- $___________         
Be sure to find out if your company will match contributions.     

Name____________________________________________________________________
address__________________________________________________________________              
City_________________________________state______________Zip________________
Phone__________________________________Date______________________________             
e-mail___________________________________________________________________              

Please make checks payable to Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, PO Box 114, Prairie City, Iowa  50228 

Come Grow With Us

Check out our great NsNwr souvenirs
By Gail Turner, Nature Store Manager

 We have some fantastic merchandise in the Prairie Point 
Nature Store to help commemorate your visit to the Refuge. 
Most of our logo items are located near the cash register and 
include useful items like brass/steel key chains, magnets, 
and hiking stick medallions. We also have hat pins, bumper 
stickers and brass Christmas ornaments with the Neal Smith 
NWR name imprinted on them. These imprinted items are 
all priced under $9.00 so be sure to buy one as a gift as well 
as a souvenir (or two) for you!
 Our newest addition to the NSNWR merchandise are 
lovely greeting cards. They have colorful images of bison, 
elk,	wildflowers,	and	butterflies.	The	inside	of	each	card	is	
blank, so you can use them for any occasion. 
 Be sure to stop in at the Prairie Point Nature Store whenever 
you come out to the Refuge since our inventory is continu-
ally changing. The store is run by volunteers, which means 
all proceeds are used to support the Refuge. Thank you for 
your patronage.

This is a high 
quality vinyl decal 
that will allow 
you to show your 
support of the 
Neal Smith NWR, 
as well as all the 
other beautiful 
refuges across the 
country.
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 ou are invited to an evening 
          in celebration of music, art and 
nature at the Friends of Neal Smith 
NWR’s 2018 Concert on the Prairie! 

Just 25 minutes east of Des Moines, we 
bring together the Friends of Neal Smith 
NWR, eight-time Native American music 
awards recipient Jonny Lipford and a 
special exhibit spotlighting Iowa nature 
artists and featuring signed Maynard Reece 
artist proofs.  

Join us and enjoy the breezes of the open 
prairie at what’s sure to be a magical  

night of music,  
art & nature.

Event 
registration 
$50 per 
person*

Seating is limited.
Registration closes 
June 1, 2018

Y

4:00 PM Wander  the burgeoning Butterfly Garden & surrounding trails 

 Sample   specialty wines by Fireside Winery, hosted by 
      Wines of Iowa 

 Explore a special exhibit showcasing the works of Iowa nature 
      artists featuring signed works by Maynard Reece 

 Participate in an enticing silent auction that includes 
 handmade ‘Leopold Benches’ 

5:00 PM  Enjoy a sumptous meal provided by local restaurateur, 
 Magg Family Catering

7:00 PM  Celebrate Iowa’s conservation successes, the open prairie 
           & the uniquely pure melodies of Jonny Lipford

8:30 PM  Appreciate nature at night with a guided twilight walk 
on the Overlook trail

To register
visit www.tallgrass.org or mail to:

Friends of Neal Smith NWR
P.O. Box 114

Prairie City, Iowa 50228-0399

* All proceeds from Concert on the Prairie, 
donations and art sales support the program and 

capital needs at Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge.  

The Friends of NSNWR is a nonprofit, tax-exempt 
organization under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code. 

Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Thank you for your support!

Music
Jonny Lipford

Art
An exhibit by Iowa nature artisans 

Nature
Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge

Y es! I/we are glad to attend!  Number in party: _________  x $50.00

          $_________.00 enclosed

   Name(s):           _________________________________________________

   Address:            _________________________________________________

   City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________

   Credit card #:    _______________________________________Exp:______
 CSV code:______

 Phone:               _________________________________________________

E-mail:               _________________________________________________

I/we regret that we cannot attend. Please accept the enclosed  
donation to support the Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge.

Questions? Visit www.tallgrass.org or call 515-994-2918
Please make checks payable to: Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge

Friday, June 8, 2018
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President's message
By Joan Van Gorp
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The Friends organization will be celebrating our 25th Anniversary this year. So much has 
been done over the years by the many Board members and volunteers. The original Board 
members deserve a big “thank you” for being willing to take on the monumental task of 
forming	a	Friends	group.	Penny	Thomsen,	Robin	Fortney,	Mike	Smith,	Lynn	Huebler,	Jane	
Clark,	Judy	Sohn,	Nancy	McKlveen,	Jerry	Selby	and	Mike	Sweeney	formed	the	first	Board	
and accomplished so much during the time the Refuge was just beginning.  

SAVE THE DATE  -To Celebrate the 25th Anniversary

Watch for further information about the 25th Anniversary celebration to be held Sunday 
afternoon, September 30, at the Refuge. Everyone will be invited to come together to 
celebrate our accomplishments and see what the future holds for the Friends of Neal Smith 
National Wildlife Refuge.

Through the years, the Friends mission has remained strong – to provide whatever support 
is needed in the Refuge’s quest to reconstruct a part of Iowa’s long lost tallgrass prairie. 

We can always use help from the community so the Friends can do more outreach and pro-
vide more resources for the Refuge. If you can help us with a few hours of your time, we 
would be very grateful!

With spring upon us, there is so much to enjoy about the Refuge. Plan to visit often and bring 
a friend or neighbor along. With so many things going on at the Refuge, there is always an 
opportunity to learn, get your hands dirty and spend some time experiencing the wonder of 
the tallgrass prairie!


