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Concert on the Prairie a delightful success!
by Joan Van Gorp and Stacy Nelson

A more perfect evening couldn’t have been found for the 2015 
Concert on the Prairie. While rain was a strong possibility, nearly 
150 nature and music lovers from all over Iowa and surrounding 
states turned out to enjoy the beautiful summer prairie.

Our fine eve-
ning began with 
guests savoring 
delicious wines 
provided by 
Wines of Iowa 
and Sold ier 
Creek Winery.

While taking in 
the burgeoning 
prairie on display 
along the Tall-
grass and Over-
look Trails, guests 
were serenaded 
by the  warm 
string melodies 
provided by vol-
unteers Eric and 
Jenny Anderson 
and Jerry and Ginny Nelson.

Inside the Prairie 
Learning Center, 
artist Michael Wil-
son was on hand, 
visiting with guests 
while they viewed 
the Ding Darling 
Gallery’s extraordi-
nary exhibit, Spirit 
of Place.

As always, Magg Family Catering didn’t disappoint, providing a 
delicious buffet for guests as they visited with one another, making 

new acquaintances and meeting the Refuge staff and interns who 
work tirelessly to rebuild a wild, yet urban prairie.

Refuge Manager, Lance Koch, and Iowa Natural Heritage Founda-
tion President, Joe McGovern, opened the concert with gracious 
words of progress for conservation in Iowa, reminding us that it 
takes all of us, working together, to succeed in the important goals 
of restoring our natural resources and wild habitats.

Our joyous evening culminated with an amazingly heartfelt concert 
performed by Big Blue Sky. In the peaceful and relaxed atmosphere 
that the prairie offers, the unique beauty of stories within each song 
reminded us why nature is so valuable to our hearts, our souls and 
most importantly, the quality of our lives and the lives of future 
generations.

The Friends send their 
heartfelt thanks to Big 
Blue Sky for traveling the 
distance to share their mu-
sic with us, the outstanding 
Refuge staff, interns and 
numerous volunteers for 
all their hard work and 
generosity of spirit to en-
sure the 2015 Concert on 
the Prairie was a delight-
ful success! We are truly 
grateful.
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expanding our reach
By Lance Koch, Refuge Manager

You might have heard the term “Urban Wildlife Conservation Pro-
gram” come up and wondered what we’re talking about. Through 
the Urban Wildlife Conservation Program, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service seeks to create a connected conservation community by 
engaging our urban neighbors and fostering a sense of stewardship. 
To garner broad support for conservation, the Service must provide 
a reason, and opportunities, for urban residents to find, appreciate, 
and care for nature in their cities and beyond. 
In order to engage a diverse urban community to nurture and instill 
an appreciation of wildlife conservation and the work of the Ser-
vice, Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge seeks to create an urban 
presence in the largest and most diverse city in Iowa. Currently, 
there is minimal awareness of the Service in the Des Moines area, 
so we are branching out to bring a conservation message into the 
urban neighborhoods where families live, work, and play to engage 
neighborhood organizations, volunteers, schools, and families in a 
lasting wildlife conservation ethic. 
To facilitate this effort, the refuge is excited to welcome new Stu-
dent Conservation Association Intern, Natasha Bures, to the refuge. 
Natasha will be focused on expanding the refuge’s urban refuge 
outreach activities with an emphasis on monarch and pollinator 
conservation habitat projects. This position will help the refuge 
expand partnerships to additional urban schools and build on exist-
ing partnerships with new schoolyard habitat projects. Refuge staff 
will also be hosting and leading monarch-related citizen science 
programs and projects.
The refuge is busy outfitting our new “People for Pollinators” habitat 
trailer to facilitate the planting of community pollinator gardens 
and schoolyard habitat projects. The trailer will be equipped with 
everything needed to go off-refuge and construct pollinator habitats 
with partners in the local area. Decorated with eye-catching images 
of butterflies, bees, and native plants, it should also serve as an 
effective outreach tool to reach a high-priority audience of urban 
youth and families.  We also hope to promote monarch awareness 
and stewardship activities by participating in community events 
such as heritage festivals and outdoor events.
There are many ways you can help support local conservation ef-
forts, whether as a Friends supporter, volunteer at the refuge, or by 
enhancing your own property with native plants. The refuge is even 
providing starter packets of seeds for your home pollinator garden. 
Ask us how you can lend a hand to monarchs and pollinators!

Kyle lindahl
 My name is Kyle 
Lindahl and I am fortunate 
to be the spring 2015 Veg-
etation Management Intern 
at Neal Smith Wildlife Ref-
uge. I am from northwest 
Iowa and currently live in 
Des Moines with my wife 
Clare and our two cats. We 
both share a deep interest 
in conservation at work and 

at home. In our spare time, 
we enjoy gardening, hiking, birding, camping and kayaking. I 
recently completed my Bachelor’s Degree in Biology and minor 
in Forestry from Iowa State University.  Since then, I have been 
attaining professional certifications including the Iowa pesticide 
applicators license, wildland fire training, and the International 
Society of Arboriculture Arborist Certification.  My education has 
given me a great foundation of knowledge for this position and 
the Refuge staff has been instrumental in helping me apply this 
knowledge to specific management scenarios at the refuge. 
 Under the guidance of Wildlife Refuge Specialist, Richard 
Hager, I have been learning about the timing and methods of 
prairie reconstruction. I have also been developing the skills 
to identify and treat invasive species using a variety of control 
methods. Over the past few months, for example, we have girdled 
and treated nearly 10 acres of invasive trees, cleared 2 acres of 
brush, sprayed thousands of bird’s foot trefoil, and spent over 30 
hours of tree and brush removal in the oak savanna.  We have also 
removed over 100 fence posts and have mixed over 6000 lbs. of 
seed prescriptions for new prairie plantings, just to name a few 
projects. 
   The spring’s prescribed fire season has already come and gone 
at the Refuge. I was fortunate to have been involved in prescribed 
burns on over 2000 acres, as well as responding to a wildfire on 
a neighboring property that could have potentially impacted the 
Refuge.  I have learned valuable techniques and strategies from 
Prescribed Fire Specialist James Krizman, as well as the other 
firefighters.  This has been a unique opportunity to study and 
participate in large scale land management utilizing prescribed 
fire.  
 This summer, starting June 15,  I will begin work as a biology 
intern for Refuge Biologist Karen Viste-Sparkman.  I am looking 
forward to learning more about prairie plant and animal communi-
ties and the methods used to study them.
 Working at the Refuge has been a wonderful experience.  Every 
day offers something new with different plant and animal species 
appearing throughout the season.  I am thankful to the Friends 
and staff of the Neal Smith Wildlife Refuge for providing me 
the opportunity to enhance my skills monitoring and managing 
natural systems by working side by side with natural resource 
professionals.  I look forward to using my abilities to help benefit 
the Refuge, which is such an important resource to our area and 
state.

continued on  page 7

tenlea turner
My name is Tenlea Turner and I just completed my spring biology 
internship. My goal in participating in a second Biology Internship 
was to expand my experience beyond the summer season of plant 
and animal management activities.  My internship began in early 
March, just in time to prepare and plant seeds for propagation.  I 
learned of the scarification and stratification processes necessary 
to enhance the potential for successful plantings.  The first sev-
eral weeks were focused on greenhouse activities; planting seeds, 
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summer Public Programs mark Your Calendars!
By Brianna Patrick, Visitor Services Specialist

Nature Tots
Children ages 3 to 5 years old are invited to bring their favorite 
adult for a Nature Tots program. Nature Tots is a ranger-led program 
that occurs one Saturday per month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
It focuses on using discovery and hands-on learning to explore 
exciting nature topics!  

Upcoming program dates: 

Saturday, July 11: Ladybug's Lunchbox

Pre-registration required. Contact Megan Wandag at 
Megan_wandag@fws.gov

Sunday Ranger Hikes
Are you ready to get outside and 
enjoy the summer weather doing 
something that the whole family 
can enjoy?  Join our special Sunday 
Ranger Hikes, from 2:00 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m., one Sunday per month for 
family oriented, outdoor adventures.  

Upcoming program dates:

Sunday, July 19: Walking with 
Wildflowers 

Sunday, August 16: All About
Bison

Pre-register with Brianna Patrick at Brianna_Patrick@fws.gov

All programs will meet at the front desk of the Prairie Learning 
Center.  Programs are FREE and will occur rain or shine, but pre-
registration is encouraged.  You can register by contacting Brianna 
Patrick at brianna_patrick@fws.gov or 515-994-3400.  For further 
information about these programs, please contact Neal Smith NWR 
at 515-994-3400 or check out our website at http://www.fws.gov/
refuge/neal_smith.  We hope to see you this summer!

By Brianna Patrick, Visitor Services Sprcialist

Annual Butterfly Count
Sunday, July 12 from 1:00 pm—3:00 pm

Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge needs your help with its 
Annual Butterfly Count! The types and amount of butterflies 

identified will be recorded and used to help track butterfly popu-
lations on the Refuge. Volunteers of all ages and skill levels are 

welcomed to participate.  
Pre-registration required, call 515-994-3400 or email 

Brianna at  brianna_patrick@fws.gov
 

Summer Photo Hike
Saturday, July 18 from 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

 Photographers of all skill levels and camera types are invited 
to  photograph the beautiful summer prairie on a ranger-led 

walk.  We will begin with an overview of common sightings, 
and then venture out in the morning light . Images may be 

displayed at the Visitor Center at a later time. Pre-registration 
is required. To register, contact 

Megan at Megan_Wandag@fws.gov or (515) 994-3400.

Bison Day
Saturday, August 1 from 10:00 a.m.. - 3:00 p.m.

 Join us for a celebration of bison and the prairie! Music, 
weaving demonstrations, rope-making demonstrations, games 
and crafts will be available for all ages! Bison chip throwing 

contest toward the end of the day! 
Lunch is also available for purchase. 

Monarch Madness
Saturday, September 12 from 9:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m.

Calling citizen scientists of all ages! Neal Smith NWR is look-
ing for volunteers to assist refuge staff in capturing, tagging, 

and releasing monarch butterflies! Tagging monarchs will help 
scientists learn more about the fascinating monarch migration. 
Pre-registration is required and limited to the first 100 partici-

pants. To register, contact Brianna at Brianna_Patrick@fws.gov 
or (515) 994-3400.

National Public Lands Day
Saturday, September 26 from 9:00 a.m.- 12:00p.m.

Join us for a chance to volunteer to help Iowa’s valuable prairie 
ecosystem! National Public Lands Day is a national initiative 
that encourages stewardship of public lands. We invite you to 

join us for a morning of giving back to our nation’s public lands. 
To register, contact Megan at Megan_Wandag@fws.gov or 

(515) 994-3400.

Ding Darling Day
Saturday, October 10 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

In honor of Iowan J.N. “Ding” Darling, a pioneer conservation-
ist, the refuge is hosting stewardship opportunities for you and/or 
your group. From collecting seeds to removing invasive plants, 

everyone will have a chance to help restore prairie habitat at 
Neal Smith NWR. FREE lunch provided by the Friends of Neal 

Smith NWR. Pre-registration is required. 515/994-3400

second saturday
If you have been thinking about volunteering at the Refuge, but 
don't really know where to start, Second Saturdays would be a great 
place to start! These opportunities are held, you guessed it, every 
second Saturday of the month! Just come to the Learning Center  
at 9:00 a.m. to noon and see what the task is for the morning. The 
dates for the summer are Saturday, July 11 and Saturday, August 
8. No experience necessary. We would love to have you join us! 
Contact Megan at Megan_wandag@fws.gov or call 515/994-3400.
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Controlling Invasive trees
By Kyle Lindahl, Vegetation Management Intern

brooke rogers

The control of woody vegetation is a perennial management issue 
on the tallgrass prairie at the Refuge.   Historically, frequent fires 
combined with the grazing of vast bison herds once held the trees 
in check, preventing them from becoming forests.  Without these 
natural controls on the modern landscape, we must rely on prescribed 
burns and manual removal of trees and shrubs to maintain the prairie 
in our region.  While most tree species are easily controlled through 
these methods, species that form clonal communities present special 
management challenges. 
  Clonal communities are formed by species that are able to re-
produce themselves vegetatively through root-like stems known as 
rhizomes.  These species form dense stands, often excluding most 
other vegetation beneath their canopies.  In Iowa, native species such 
as smooth sumac (Rhus glabra) and non-native species such as black 

locust (Robinia 
pseudoacacia) 
and white poplar 
(Populus alba) 
present some of 
the greatest chal-
lenges.  These 
invasive trees 
are considered 
“pioneer” species 
and readily in-
vade open areas 
such as prairies 
forming dense 

thickets.  Mowing has little effect on these species and can even 
have the opposite effect of increasing the number of stems present. 
Over the past few months, we have been busy eradicating invasive 
clonal species from the Refuge such as black locust and white 
poplar through a combination of girdling and chemical treatment.  
This one-two punch starves the tree canopy of water and nutrients 
by severing the vascular tissue through girdling, followed by a 
chemical application of selective herbicide to kill the root system 
and prevent re-sprouting.  This method minimizes the amount of 
herbicide used and reduces follow-up treatment.  
 This spring we have girdled and treated nearly ten acres of 
clone-forming black locust and white poplar on the Refuge in a 
variety of sites ranging in quality.  In many instances we have been 
able to release more desirable species such as oak, hickory and 
Kentucky coffee trees, providing them with more favorable grow-
ing conditions.  Eventually the treated trees will be cut, stacked 
and burned, beginning the restoration process.  Once these sites 
have been cleared, native grasses and forbs can be re-introduced 
creating conditions suitable for management through prescribed 
fire.  Restoring the tallgrass prairie is hard work, but looking at 
sites previously dominated by invasive species that now support 
vibrant communities of native grasses and forbs reminds us that 
the work is not only a rewarding but necessary endeavor.
  

My name is Brooke Rogers and I 
am the current summer Environ-
mental Education/Visitor Services 
intern.  I am originally from Kanka-
kee, Illinois, which is roughly sixty 
miles south of Chicago. I will be a 
junior at Drake University, where 
I am double majoring in Environ-
mental Science and Anthropology/
Sociology and I am considering 
adding a minor in History. Growing 

up alongside the beautiful Kankakee 
River, I have always been exposed to the beauty of nature and have 
been fascinated by ancient cultures and people- which has led me 
to choose a career in the natural sciences. After I graduate, I plan 
on joining the Peace Corps, which will allow me to combine my 
love of helping others as well as teaching sustainable eco-friendly 
practices. I hope to one day become a museum curator for a natural 
history museum or an ecological anthropologist. My experiences at 
The Field Museum of Natural History, which I volunteered at for 
the last three years, and Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge have 
provided useful insight into how to engage the public as well as 
how to incorporate impactful environmental education into every 
moment and interaction. 
My work here at Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge has just 
started, but I have been very busy! So far I have helped prepare 
for the teacher’s workshop, learned how to run the Prairie Learn-
ing Center front desk and the Prairie Point Bookstore, as well 
as preparing for a variety of programs planned for this summer. 
Although I have just started, I know that this summer will be filled 
with valuable experiences that I will remember for the rest of my 
life. I have loved every minute of being on the refuge and have 
appreciated the opportunity to share my passion for the outdoors 
with visitors.
I am so incredibly thankful to have this opportunity at Neal Smith 
National Wildlife Refuge, and I want to acknowledge the support 
of the Friends group for providing myself and the other interns 
with this amazing experience!
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New books at the Prairie Point bookstore
By Carl Nollen, Bookstore Manager

How To Raise a Wild Child, The Art and Science Of Falling In Love With Nature, Scott D. Sampson, Houghton Mifflin, 2015, 
hardcover, 327 pages, $25.00.  It is well known that today’s child spends many hours a day looking at screens on digital devices and 
little time playing outdoors.  I listened to Neal Smith being interviewed on Iowa Public Radio during the noon hour of May 5.  He 
emphasized how important was his childhood time spent in the farm timber near his family’s farm near Packwood, Iowa.  Observing 
nature and noticing how birds and animals communicated with each other.  The author says that his book is the only book to date that 
offers teachers, parents, and other caregivers the ways to help kids connect with the natural world.  Technology can be an ally, taking 
advantage of urban nature.  Our Refuge is near a large city and our Refuge Manager is steering us to become an urban refuge.  Our 
rapidly expanding cities have swallowed more and more nature.  We have a dysfunctional worldview of limitless growth; the existence 
of humanity outside nature.  Since the days of sending children outside after school are gone, we must go outdoors with them.  This is 
what we do every weekday at our Refuge with our school groups.  The author structures his book into four parts: Nature Lost and Found, 
outlining our problematic relationship with nature and the importance of firsthand experiences in local places.  Essential Elements, the 
basics of nature connection.  Life Stages, strategies for early and middle childhood, and adolescence.  Obstacles and Solutions, digital 
technologies and urban environments.  Not too long ago it would have been odd for a conservationist to focus on cities.  But preserving 
wild places begins in backyards, schoolyards, city parks, and empty lots, experienced bodily.  
Rewilding Our Hearts, Building Pathways of Compassion and 
Coexistence, Marc Bekoff, New World Library, 2014, paperback, 198 
pages, $14.95.  In wildlife conservation, rewilding refers to restoring 
habitats and creating corridors between preserved lands to allow declining 
populations to rebound.  The author seeks to reverse our self-destructive 
practice of destroying our environment.  The big picture today involves 
climate change, overpopulation, extinctions and consequent damage to 
the earth’s ecosystems and biodiversity.  Good values in rewilding involve 
compassion, empathy, and peaceful coexistence with other creatures 
in our environment.  If we could put a cost value on the natural world, 
conservation could be seen as an investment.  Economics and ecology both 
come from the same Greek root--oikos or house.  We can’t put a price tag 
on nature, but regarding grasslands, for example, as worth thousands of 
dollars as protectors of water supplies and water stores would make their 
value easier for people to understand.
Birds Nearby, Getting to Know 45 Common Species of Eastern North 
America, by John Eastman, Stackpole Books, 2015, soft cover, 188 pages, 
$24.95.  Numerous field guides help you identify a bird with only a bare 
amount of information.  This colorful narrative gives us several pages for each bird, telling us much about their behavior you won’t find 
in field guides.  Read all about the red-winged blackbird in eight pages.  Same spread for the cowbird.  
Into the Nest, Intimate Views of the Courting, Parenting, and Family Lives of Familiar Birds, by Laura Erickson and Marie Read, 
Storey Publishing, 2015, soft cover, 208 pages, $16.95.  This book focuses on details of birds’ lives hidden from view.  Many beautiful 
photographs add to this companion to field guides with 30 species selected to describe in detail.  For example, six pages are devoted to 
the eastern phoebe with nine photos.  John James Audubon was the first person to band birds--the phoebe in 1803.  The tree swallow’s 
feather-lined nest must one of the most beautiful of all.  How do they find all these beautiful feathers?  The more feathers in its nest; the 
shorter the incubation and the larger the nestlings.  A barn swallow chooses a mate with the largest and most symmetrical tail.  There are 
a number of photos showing birds mating.  
Bird Nests, Amazingly Ingenious and Intricate, by Stan Tekiela, Adventure Publications, 2015, soft cover, 128 pages, $14.95.  There 
is no shortage of new books on feathers or nests in the past year, and here is another, this one by prolific author and photographer well 
represented in our store. Anyone interested in birds should also be interested in their nests.  These great works of engineering hold the 
eggs, beautifully shaped, patterned, and colored of many varieties.  A rigid beak can do wonders the nimble fingers of humans cannot.  
Think of the Baltimore oriole’s woven, hanging nest.  A barn swallow nest may taken 1400 dabs of mud.  Ten chapters cover nesting 
ingenuity, materials, varieties and designs, nesting behaviors, the construction, inside the nest, backyard birds, raptors, game birds and 
waterbirds.  Every page shows color close-up photographs. 
Eagle in the Sky, An Interactive Adventure, by Ryan Jacobson and David Hemenway, Lake 7 Creative, 2015, softcover, 32 pages, 
$9.95.  Become your inner animal by acting out what the eagle is doing.  Learn how to live as a bald eagle.  Sometimes you will be asked 
to make a choice.  One of the first pages shows you inside an egg with the first hole you have pipped.  Don’t stop!  It takes two days to 
get out.  Each double page of art and photographs combined gives a view of a certain life stage and a choice to make if you are an eagle.   
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The power of a Friends group is its members.  Please support this all volunteer, non-profit organization with your tax-
deductible gift and be a part of the learning, growing and discovery happening at the Neal smith National wildlife refuge 
every day.  Thank you!

____$25 -- big bluestem Friend  ____$50 -- bison buddy    
____$100 -- savanna saver            ____$250 -- Prairie Patron
____other -- $___________         
Be sure to find out if your company will match contributions.     

Name____________________________________________________________________
address__________________________________________________________________              Please circle one -
City_________________________________state______________Zip________________
Phone__________________________________Date______________________________               New member
e-mail___________________________________________________________________                renewal

mail to:  Friends of Neal smith National wildlife refuge, Po box 114, Prairie City, Iowa  50228  

Come grow with us

Prescribed burns on the refuge
By Mark Lyle, Friends Board Member/Volunteer

With summer quickly approaching, the prescribed burn spring season has ended.  I have been 
involved in several burns this spring, and thought it time I share my thoughts on the great process.
As a volunteer I am assigned to be a “smoke spotter”. There are usually two of us for each burn 
and our jobs are to monitor vehicular traffic on roads adjacent to the burn and alert firefighters 
to any changes in wind direction and intensity.
Usually as one drives in rural areas, the sight of large smoke plumes can be eye-opening.  Is 
the smoke coming from rural buildings, equipment or thankfully fields being burned off, let-
ting new vegetation grow and thrive?  In almost all occasions the smoke source is the latter, 
a managed or prescribed burn.
As a smoke spotter we interact with the public.  Sightseers come out after they see the smoke, 

stop, and many have the same question, “Why?”  After explaining the purpose and need for the burn, many folks will take pictures and 
stay with me on the road.  Toward the end of our meetings the second question surfaces, “how long till it comes back?”  If there is an 
area close to the current burn site, I always point to the area and tell them that the burn there was two weeks ago, last week, or last fall.
What inspires me most about a burn is the speed of Mother Nature in getting new grass seeds to sprout and grow.  Usually 2-3 weeks 
after a burn the previously black area looks like golf course, green succulent grass.

For two weeks in late May and early June 2015, Working Dogs for Conservation once again searched for plants at Neal Smith NWR. 
This marks the fourth year that this organization has been here. Each year they have been searching for Chinese bush clover (Lespedeza 
cuneata), an invasive plant that is found at low densities throughout the refuge. The dogs are especially good at finding sparse populations 
of plants, which they can smell from a distance. This works well for species like the Chinese bush clover in areas where it has just begun 
to invade so only a few plants are found. The refuge is also using the dogs to search our harvest sites, so that when we plant the prairie 
seed into a new area we can be sure that we aren’t also planting seeds of invasive species.
So what do dogs have to do with butterflies? This year the refuge added another target for the dogs. In addition to searching for an 
invasive plant, the dogs searched for whorled milkweed (Asclepias verticillata). Whorled milkweed is one of the several milkweeds 
found on the refuge that are larval food plants for monarch butterfly larvae. While most milkweeds are fairly easy to spot while they are 
in bloom, whorled milkweed is small, has fine leaves that blend in with the prairie plants, and has unobtrusive white flowers. Research 
suggests that whorled milkweed may be an important larval food source late in the season, as it continues to bloom and grow until frost, 
even after other milkweed species have completed their growth. The dogs were able to locate many patches of whorled milkweed, while 
simultaneously searching for Chinese bush clover. The refuge will follow up with estimating cover of milkweed throughout the refuge 
to determine how much monarch butterfly breeding habitat we have. If areas are found to have few milkweed plants, we can then add 
milkweed to those areas.

Dogs and butterflies  By Tenlea Turner, biology intern
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In May, the Friends held their first work-team meeting to begin the task of prioritizing the ideas and suggestions that came from the 
February Winter Gathering. A fine group of members passionate about the Refuge and the good works being done there, met and reviewed 
the voluminous list created in February. 

The Friends Board has agreed with their suggestion that to begin, we focus on the primary purpose of the Friends of Neal Smith NWR to 
promote the refuge and bring its message to the general public. Building this infrastructure will set the stage for more aggressive action 
in the years to come.

The teams will meet every other month to draft out plans of action for each team. Work-teams will meet at 6 p.m. at the Prairie City 
United Methodist Church, 706 West McMurray St., on the following dates in 2015:

•	 July 16
•	 September 17
•	 November 12

The primary topics of focus are:
Promotion:

•	 Create a bank of presentations and recruit volunteers to give talks in the community, educating the public on the existence and 
mission of the Refuge.

•	 Update and maintain the Friends website, making it more dynamic and less flat than it is currently 
•	 Investigate & implement advertising in airports and other travel hubs across the state
•	 Create billboards that will be posted around Des Moines
•	 Develop a solid marketing plan for print, social media and Friends website
•	 Create team of volunteers to attend various fairs and farmer’s markets with table and display to spread the word

Grants/Finance Team
•	 Review and determine priority projects for grant proposals
•	 Coordinate with Refuge staff for to write and submit grant appeals
•	 Collaborate with Treasurer on investments, budget and long term goals

Bookstore Team
•	 Review and determine types and quality of merchandise to be sold in the Bookstore
•	 Coordinate purchasing of Bookstore items
•	 Refresh & rework the merchandising within the store
•	 Promote the Bookstore within the community as a great local “gift shop”

Volunteers’ time, talents and ideas are needed for these teams to further the impact of the Friends of Neal Smith NWR in their support 
of the Refuge. For more information or to volunteer, contact Joan Van Gorp at 515-994-2918 or j.vangorp@mediacombb.net or Stacy 
Nelson at 515-338-0464 or snelson@inhf.org.

Friends work-teams underway
By Stacy Nelson

continued from page 2

transplanting seedlings, moving winterized plants into the large greenhouse, watering, sorting and 
organizing, and recording inventory of both the current and previous year’s stock.
The spring internship offered the opportunity to monitor the calving season and maintain the bison 
count as new calves arrived.  I also had the opportunity to participate in bird surveys to record what 
species of migratory birds were passing through the refuge and when seasonal species arrived.  
Other duties included participation in storing packaged seeds, sorting stored seeds for seed pre-
scriptions, compiling a collection of seedling photos for training purposes, recording 10 years of 
management activities from a retired employee’s calendar entries, and entering 2014 birding data 
to a spreadsheet.
While a large percentage of my time was spent on data entry for the PRIAT database, I still gained 
a great deal of experience in the early stages of plant management, bird identification, record keep-
ing, and plant and animal monitoring skills.  Having participated in two different seasons provides 
well rounded experience to present to potential employers as I move forward in my career.
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Presidents message
By Joan Van Gorp
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Thanks to everyone who attended this year’s Concert on the Prairie. On a beautiful evening, 
we all enjoyed the wonderful music of the Big Blue Sky Band in a perfect outdoor setting.
Your support means so much to the Friends and it was especially encouraging to see and 
meet so many new people. For some it was their first visit to the refuge. I hope you are 
able to visit again for several of the special events scheduled this summer. Watch our 
Facebook page and website for updates and great photographs. Please tell your friends 
and neighbors about the refuge. We need everyone who has experienced the peace and 
beauty of this unique place to be ambassadors in their community. 
 
Our Friends members provide so much in the way of financial support for our projects 
and that is invaluable. I am asking if you would also consider donating some of your time 
to help us. Our Friends board is a small group with BIG ideas. We need the help of a few 
people who feel as strongly as we do about the importance of the refuge and its mission.  
There are many opportunities that require little time but could yield great results. Just 
some of the things we need help with are distributing flyers, calling event participants, 
planning events, and volunteering in the bookstore. 

If you think you could help us, or have questions, please call me at 515-994-2918. I hope 
you have a wonderful summer and visit the refuge often, as the prairie is always changing 
and offers something new to see each time you visit. 


