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Oak savannas, 
such as those that 
existed in this 
area 200 years 
ago, consist of 
widely spaced 
oak trees with 
a ground layer 
of grasses and 
wildflowers. The 
open spacing of 
the trees is main-
tained by fre-
quent fires which 
kill or restrict the 
growth of trees 
and shrubs that 

cannot withstand frequent fires. A few young oaks each decade can 
survive to the stage at which they are resistant to fire and perpetuate 
the oak canopy. Oaks need light to germinate, unlike many other 
species of trees. Without shading and competition from dense trees 
and shrubs, oak trees can regenerate.

The ground layer of an oak savanna is sunny enough for plants from 
the nearby prairies to survive. Pockets that are shadier include those 
spring-blooming woodland species. In addition, quite at home are 
the savanna specialists, plants that thrive in the dappled sunlight 
found under the spreading oaks. This makes the flora of the oak 
savanna richer than its counterparts, the prairie and forest. 

Neal Smith NWR includes about 300 acres of overgrown savannas. 
Prior to the establishment of the refuge, fire was absent from these 
savannas for decades, possibly 150 years or more. In the absence of 
fire, trees that would historically have been eliminated by fire were 
allowed to grow up below the oaks. This produced more shade, 
allowing more forest species to grow and displacing the sun-loving 
savanna plants in the ground layer.

Many species of butterflies have specific host plants, or groups of 
plants. The regal fritillary butterfly is a prairie species that needs 
violet plants for its larvae to feed on. The monarch is famous for 
its dependence on milkweeds. 

edwards’ Hairstreak butterflies and oak savannas
By Karen Viste-Sparkman, Refuge Biologist

A less known species, the Edwards’ hairstreak, requires oak trees 
for its larvae to feed on. Edwards’ hairstreak is designated as a 
species of greatest conservation need in Iowa by the Department 
of Natural Resources. Adult males will perch on oak branches 
waiting for a mate to come along. When a female mates with him, 
she lays the eggs on the bark of young trees. Young larvae eat oak 
leaf buds and older larvae eat leaves. The Edwards’ hairstreak 
needs more than oak trees, though. Like all butterfly species, the 
adults consume nectar, so there must be plants blooming during 
its season of flight. The species exists in the adult form for only a 
few weeks during June and July. If you have ever visited a dense 
woodland during the summer, you may notice that there aren’t a 
lot of plants blooming. Most of the flowers in a dense forest bloom 
early in the spring, before the trees have leafed out. These species 
bloom and set seed before the full flush of leaves, when the forest 
becomes dark and there is limited light reaching the ground for 
photosynthesis by plants. 

This means Edwards’ hairstreak adults are not likely to find nectar 
sources in a dense woodland during their summer flight period. They 
may find flowers in the prairie surrounding a woodland, or in an 
open savanna. Savannas provide both the summer nectar sources 
that the adult butterflies need and the young oaks that the larvae 
require. It seems like everything a butterfly could need. But wait, 
there’s one more piece of the habitat necessary for Edwards’ hair-
streak. Oak savannas are also home to other creatures that would 
like to make a nice meal of the larvae. The larvae need protection 
from predators. 

Fortunately, there is a species out there willing and able to provide 
that protection. The Allegheny mound ant, Formica exsectoides, 
builds large mounds in open areas. These aren’t the widespread 
mounds that you see on the prairie after a burn (those are created 
by another species, the prairie mound ant or Formica montana). 
Formica exsectoides makes wide mounds that are bare of vegeta-
tion. The ants actively kill off any surrounding vegetation to allow 
solar heat to reach the mound and incubate its own larvae. Edwards’ 
hairstreak larvae will seek refuge inside these mounds during the 
day, and come out to feed on leaves at night. In exchange, the ants 
feed on the honeydew produced by the larvae. 

continued on page 2

Edwards' Hairstreak
Photo: Karen Viste-Sparkman
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manager's Corner
By Lance Koch, Refuge Manager

I am very excited to announce that we now have a date for the 
beginning of our Entry Road Reconstruction Project. At this time, 
we are being told work will begin on March 30. The project will 
result in the addition of 4-foot wide bicycle lanes and new asphalt 
surfacing. The work will extend from the beginning of the Entry 
Road to the Prairie Learning Center, which will also receive a new 
parking lot surface. The Entry Road will remain open to the public 
during all phases of the project except during replacement of the 
bridge over Walnut Creek. One-lane traffic closures and brief delays 
are possible throughout the spring and summer. Given our numerous 
special events schedule for this summer (Earth Day, Pollinator Fest, 
Concert on the Prairie, Butterfly Count, Bison Day) we’ll do our 
best to provide updates and post any potential road closure or event 
re-route information on the refuge’s website and Facebook site.

If you haven’t strolled the Oak Savanna Trail lately, stop by and see 
the important savanna restoration work we’ve completed over the 
winter. Large portions of the area have been cleared of undesirable 
tree species to provide improved conditions for the establishment of 
native bur oak seedlings. Removal of competing tree species also 
increases sunlight in the understory to allow for the expansion of 
herbaceous savanna species. This critical work couldn’t have been 
accomplished without the commitment of invaluable volunteers 
and interns. It’s extremely tough work falling, bucking, and piling 
trees...even in the best weather conditions!

Refuge staff are gearing up for an ambitious field season that will 
include removal of earthen terraces at the (appropriately-named) 
Terrace Unit with heavy equipment, detection and treatment of in-
vasive species such as Lespedeza and sweet clover, initial planting 
of natives on several new areas, mowing recently-established 
plantings, and removal of old fencing. 

We’re also planning multiple events to heighten public awareness 
for and involvement in monarch butterfly conservation, such as: 
Project Monarch Health, the Monarch Larva Monitoring Project, 
the North American Butterfly Survey, and the Monarch Breeding 
Habitat Assessment. Please let us know if you’d like to get involved 
with a “hands-on” project to benefit monarch butterfly conservation 
within the butterfly’s critical summer breeding range in Central Iowa.

Thanks for your support!

This relation-
ship is mutually 
beneficial. Al-
though the ants 
can survive with-
out the Edwards’ 
hairstreak, the 
butterflies need 
the ants, so con-
ditions must be 
right for both 
of them. The 
butterfly needs 

nectar during the summer, small oak trees (remember, those little 
larvae have to climb up to the leaves and back every night!), and 
ant mounds nearby. The ants also need lots of sunlight and plenty 
of food around (other insects). This also spells out the necessity 
for oak savanna restoration to provide these conditions, including 
frequent fire. Fire is beneficial to the ants, and does not harm the 
butterfly larvae, since they spend most of their time either inside 
the ant hill or on the oak trees, away from the reach of the creeping 
fire in the savanna.

At Neal Smith NWR, we have all of the habitat components neces-
sary for Edwards’ hairstreak. We have the Allegheny mound ant, 
plenty of oaks, and plenty of nectar sources. Savanna restoration 
efforts will continue to improve habitat. We do not have any recent 
sightings of the Edwards’ hairstreak, but there hasn’t been much 
effort to locate it on the refuge. It has been found at other locations 
in Jasper County, so could easily be present on the refuge.

The refuge is interested in finding out if we have Edwards’ hair-
streaks, and identifying areas with ant mounds. Searching for 
the ant mounds is best done in late spring or early summer (after 
burning season), and searching for the butterflies takes place in 
June and July. The Edwards’ hairstreak is a small butterfly that 
isn’t particularly flashy and they are not usually found in large 
numbers. Searching for them will require walking through prairie 
and oak savanna in uneven terrain full of ant mounds. If you are 
interested in helping with the search for the Edwards’ hairstreak 
at Neal Smith NWR, please contact me at Karen_vistesparkman@
fws.gov or 515-994-3400.

Butterflies . . .continued from page 1
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spring Public Programs spring Photo Hike
By Megan Wandag, Volunteer Coordinator

Photographers of all skill levels and 
camera types are invited to photo-
graph the beautiful spring prairie on 
a ranger-led walk.  The photo hike 
will be from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 30, 2015.  The 
program will begin with an overview 
of some of the common springtime 
flowers and wildlife, followed by a 
venture out in the morning light to 
document whatever is found.  Pro-
fessionals and amateurs are wel-
come!  All photographers may have 

the opportunity to exhibit their work 
later in the year in our art gallery.  Pre-registration is required. To 
register, please contact Megan Wandag at Megan_Wandag@fws.
gov or 515-994-3400.

Spring has arrived at Neal Smith NWR.  Migratory birds, such 
as cliff swallows, blue birds, flocks of red-winged blackbirds and 
Lapland longspurs are returning to (or passing through!) the prairie, 
as huge V’s of geese fly north overhead.  Wildflowers will soon 
bring color to the oak savannas, and then the prairie.  The first hints 
of green are carpeting the hillsides where fall burns took place and 
we are looking forward to green leaves soon!   Spring is one of 
the most beautiful seasons on the prairie.   Come discover all of 
these treasures and more at Neal Smith NWR during our FREE 
public programs!

Nature Tots
Children ages 3 to 5 years old are invited to bring their favorite 
adult for a Nature Tots program. Nature Tots is a ranger-led program 
that occurs one Saturday per month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
It focuses on using discovery and hands-on learning to explore 
exciting nature topics!  

Upcoming program dates: 
Saturday, April 4: Earth Day Every Day
Learn what Earth Dayis all about and how 
you can help us reconstruct the prairie.
Saturday, May 2: Little Sprouts 
Sprouting plants are everywhere on the 
spring prairie!  Learn more  about how 
plants grow and work on your green thumb.

Sunday Ranger Hikes
Are you ready to get outside and enjoy the 
spring weather doing something that the whole family can enjoy?  
Join our special Sunday Ranger Hikes, from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., 
one Sunday per month for family oriented, outdoor adventures.  

Upcoming program dates:
Sunday, April 12: Break into Birding!  
Come explore the prairie on a search for 
birds recently arriving and making their 
way farther north.  Birders of all ages and 
skill levels welcome! 
Sunday, May 17: Wildflower Walk 
The oak savanna is the earliest place 
to search for spring wildflowers.  Join 
Ranger Bri to see what’s blooming!

All programs will meet at the front desk of the Prairie Learning 
Center.  Programs are FREE and will occur rain or shine, but pre-
registration is encouraged.  You can register by contacting Brianna 
Patrick at brianna_patrick@fws.gov or 515-994-3400.  For further 
information about these programs, please contact Neal Smith NWR 
at 515-994-3400 or check out our website at http://www.fws.gov/
refuge/neal_smith.  We hope to see you this spring!

earth Day
By Megan Wandag, Volunteer Coordinator

Are you looking 
for a way to have 
fun outdoors and 
give back to your 
community this 
Earth Day?  If 
so, we have the 
perfect event for 
you!  On Sat-
urday, April 25, 
2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Neal Smith NWR invites vol-
unteers to celebrate Earth Day by helping us restore oak savanna, 
one of Iowa’s most endangered ecosystems. After a morning of 
restoration work, volunteers will be treated to a free lunch provided 
by Friends of Neal Smith NWR.  The event is free and open to the 
public of all ages.  Pre-registration is required.

Earth Day is an international event designed to draw attention 
to, and seek solutions for, environmental issues.  For Neal Smith 
NWR’s event, volunteers will help restore oak savanna by clear-
ing out non-native trees and brush, giving our native oaks and 
hickories space and sunlight to thrive.  Volunteers representing and 
working in various churches, civic, scouting, and family groups, 
as well as individuals, are welcome to participate!  There is no 
prior work experience necessary. Neal Smith NWR will provide 
training during the event. 

Please register for the event by contacting Megan Wandag at 515-
994-3400 or Megan_Wandag@fws.gov.  Pre-registering will help 
to ensure that we have the proper volunteer paperwork necessary 
and enough equipment and food for everyone.  Please bring work 
gloves if you have them and a reusable water bottle, and wear 
closed-toed shoes, long pants and long sleeves.  We hope to see you!
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basswood Vegetation management Project
By Tenlea Turner, Biology Intern

The Basswood Trail is located about two miles south of the Learn-
ing Center on 112th Ave.  It is a one-half mile mowed trail that 
winds through the surrounding woodlands, past a pond, through a 
grassland area and back to the parking area.  Trail improvements 
and vegetation management activities are an ongoing process. 

The  woodland 
along the trail is 
home to a number 
of bur oaks and is 
an ideal location 
for savanna resto-
ration efforts.  As 
part of the restora-
tion effort, many 
of the undesirable 
tree species and 

shrubs are removed 
to improve the health of existing oaks and encourage growth of 
new oaks and sun-loving grasses and forbs.  The methods used to 
manage vegetation include girdling, chemical treatment, and cut-
ting invasive species. 

Girdling is the process of chopping a horizontal band around the 
tree, through the bark and into the vascular cambium to prevent the 
flow of water and nutrients through the tree.  Girdling gradually 
opens the canopy, provides habitat for a wide variety of species, 
and reduces the potential for growth of disturbance-dependent 
woody shrubs and plants.  Girdling, coupled with chemical treat-
ment, has proved to be effective in killing the trees and preventing 
regrowth.  Shrubs can be cut and stump treated or sprayed with a 
foliar treatment for control.

Last fall, we turned our attention to the grassland area of the trail, 
especially the area next to the trailhead.  Multiflora rose, dogwood, 
grapevine, honeysuckle, and some honey locust trees were cut and 
then stump treated to prevent regrowth.  Cut trees and shrubs were 
moved to brush piles for future burning.  We also removed some 
unsightly trash and old fence from the area. Clearing of this area 
prepares it for further control measures such as mowing, prescribed 
burns, and seeding, and enhances the visitors’ experience overall.

By Stacy Nelson

The original floor plan of the EE Lab, while functional, was not de-
signed to accommodate larger groups.  The placement of the counter 
and table in the middle of the room turned out to be an inefficient 
use of space with limited seating available.  It was determined that 
if the built-in table and counter were removed and replaced with 
portable tables and chairs, the room could be reconfigured accord-
ing to class size and educational needs.
When the outdoor temperatures drop and the winds are howling, 
as they were in late November, performing vegetation manage-
ment activities can be risky, so Rick Hager and his team went to 
work on the EE Lab.  They began by removing the table, counter, 
and storage cabinets in the center of the room.  In doing so, they 
discovered that the tiles had been laid around the base of those 
structures.  They also found that there were not enough excess tiles 
on hand to repair the vacant areas of the floor, and that matching 
replacements were no longer available.  
The next step was to remove a 9’ x 15’ area of tile around the open 
areas to create a symmetrical space for replacement tiles.   In the 
process, care was taken to preserve as many full tiles as possible 
for use in future repairs.  Once the tiles were removed, the thin set 
was chipped away from the concrete floor beneath.  In the space of 
two days, the floor was cleared and ready for re-tiling.  
The tile has been replaced and tables and chairs have been added.  
The renovation included the addition of a large dry erase board that 
aids in instructor presentations.  The changes made to the EE Lab 
have improved the efficiency of the space and makes a variety of 
classroom settings possible.  It also allows for classes to occur simul-
taneously in the lab and solarium without distraction, and provides 
additional storage in both areas.  All of these changes will enhance 
the educa-
tional ex-
perience for 
our visiting 
s t u d e n t s .   
As a bonus, 
the  room 
could also 
be utilized 
b y  o t h e r 
guests for 
meetings if 
needed.

ee lab renovation
By Tenlea Turner, Biology Intern

First annual Friends winter gathering

 On Feb 21, the first annual Winter Gathering took place at the refuge with more than thirty Friends members & refuge volunteers 
in attendance. In what turned out to be a truly enjoyable afternoon, our passion for wildness came through loud and clear as we each 
shared why the refuge matters and why we were there on a fine Saturday afternoon. 
 Our commitment to the refuge was evident as we engaged in “speed brainstorming” with one another as individuals and as a collec-
tive. The purpose of the activity was to pour out our ideas for how we can better promote the NSNWR and offer more opportunities for 
visitors to explore and participate in nature.  
 The voluminous feedback was telling and the energy of potential was clearly palpable. Everyone brought exciting ideas and lofty 
goals - which is exactly what we were hoping for! The Board is still in the process of pulling it together to share it all with each of our 
members-watch for more information in the very near future! Heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who attended. We are truly grateful 
for your energy, your excitement and your commitment.
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New books at the Prairie Point bookstore
By Carl Nollen, Bookstore Manager

Stephen Forbes and the Rise of American Ecology, by Robert A. Croker, Smithsonian Institution Press, 2001, hardcover, 232 pages, 
$19.95.  Here is a biography about the most famous ecologist you never heard of.  Stephen Forbes was born in 1844 to a pioneer family 
on the northwest Illinois tall grass prairie.  The prairie was his playground.  The booming of prairie chickens was among his earliest 
memories.  He enlisted in the Civil War, age 17, became a captain at 20, spent 4 ½ months in three Confederate prisons, was exchanged, 
promptly reenlisted, fought in over two dozen battles and skirmishes, and 4 ½ years later came home unscathed.  He entered medical 
school, practiced medicine, taught school, was a school principal, and ran a strawberry plantation.  Botanizing was his favorite pastime.  
Natural history became his calling and be was appointed curator of the Illinois Natural History Museum in 1873.  He taught college classes 
and became an expert in economic entomology, aquatic biology, and the food of birds.  He spent the better part of one year doing bird 
censuses with a colleague, covering 19,000 acres in Illinois, finding 65,000 birds & 133 species.   Their sampling method was to walk 
in a parallel line, counting all birds flushed or crossing their track.  They published three papers on their results.  He taught farmers how 
to cope with pests in these days before pesticides, what today would be called organic methods.  Forbes most important contribution to 
science may be how he helped develop ecology into a science.   He brought an ecological viewpoint to every biological problem since 
1875.  The appendices in this book list some of the more than 400 scientific papers he wrote in his 60-year career.  Stephen Forbes was 
a man ahead of his time.

Speaking For Nature, The Literary Naturalists, From Transcendentalism 
to the Birth of the American Environmental Movement, by Paul Brooks, 
Walden Woods Project, 1980, Dover Publications, 2014, soft cover, 304 
pages, $16.95.  Don’t let the subtitle daunt you!  Here is a very readable 
“portrait” of nature writers who led this country’s movement toward 
conservation.  The author was an active naturalist and ornithologist 
(1909-1998) who concentrates on those authors whose work is particularly 
original, influential, or just plain engaging.  Some you might expect are 
here: Muir, Thoreau, Burroughs, Carson.
Louis Agassiz taught his students the art of observation (look! look!).  
George Perkins Marsh’s classic in 1864, Man and Nature, was the first to 
consider man a force upsetting the balance of nature.  President Theodore 
Roosevelt was the naturalist in the White House.  He always remained 
connected to the outdoors.  George Bird Grinnell and William Hornaday 
were hunters who were among the first to realize the need for wildlife 
conservation.  Grinnell helped found the American Ornithologists’ Union 
and introduced the Audubon Society.  Hornaday was the first to create a 
“habitat group” in a museum--the American bison.  Birds are the favorite 
form of flora and fauna for most of us, and Elliott Coues established ornithology as a science.  Torrey, Brewster, Ridgway, Forbush, and 
Chapman are other birdmen covered.  Birdwomen are not ignored.  In 1875, Olive Thorne Miller (Harriet Mann Miller) began writing 
nature books for children.  Mabel Osgood Wright wrote a forerunner of the field guide--a field book, Birdcraft.  Florence Merriam Bailey 
was involved with early Audubon Societies and wrote Birds Through an Opera Glass while still in her mid-twenties.   Neltje Blanchan 
wrote two books with color plates in 1904, Bird Neighbors, and Birds That Hunt and Are Hunted.  Gene Stratton-Porter sold between 
8 and 9 million nature books and novels, all steeped in nature worship. Her given name was Geneva.  Iowa’s Aldo Leopold is given his 
due. This philosopher of wilderness wrote Sand County Almanac, a perennial best seller and always in stock in our store.  He campaigned 
for game refuges and his Game Management in 1933 is a text with literary and philosophic overtones.  There is an annual award for 
distinguished nature writing begun in 1926 called the John Burroughs Medal.  Sand County Almanac was given that award in 1977 even 
though it was first published in 1948 and had been turned down by other publishers for many years. The last chapter in this book lists all 
the people mentioned, with representative titles for further reading. 

Plant Lessons, Introducing Children to Plant Form and Function, 2nd ed. 2010, by Priscilla Spears, Ph.D., Big Picture Science, soft 
cover, spiral bound, 179 pages, $39.95.  I have had this book in the store for a few years, but was able to get a better deal directly from 
the writer’s publisher.  She says her botany textbook for children is “Dedicated to the fight against plant blindness, a widespread disease 
in modern society.”  Studies of plants pale to animals in the classroom.  Teachers have had little botany in their education.  Her goal is 
to educate others to see the beauty and wonder of plants and to familiarize teachers with current ideas of plant form and function.  Many 
color photographs illustrate the lessons.  Grass flowers take 4 pages, stamens, 4 pages, carpels, 2 pages, dry fruits that split, 4 pages, dry 
fruits that stay closed, 3 pages, etc.  Textbooks are pricey, but this large size book is about as attractive as a text can be.
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The power of a Friends group is its members.  Please support this all volunteer, non-profit organization with your tax-
deductible gift and be a part of the learning, growing and discovery happening at the Neal smith National wildlife refuge 
every day.  Thank you!

____$25 -- big bluestem Friend  ____$50 -- bison buddy    
____$100 -- savanna saver            ____$250 -- Prairie Patron
____other -- $___________         
Be sure to find out if your company will match contributions.     

Name____________________________________________________________________
address__________________________________________________________________              Please circle one -
City_________________________________state______________Zip________________
Phone__________________________________Date______________________________               New member
e-mail___________________________________________________________________                renewal

mail to:  Friends of Neal smith National wildlife refuge, Po box 114, Prairie City, Iowa  50228  

Come grow with us

Volunteers Needed for monarch Conservation
By Megan Wandag, Volunteer Coordinator

Starting this spring and continuing into summer and fall, we need a whole cadre of vol-
unteers to help with several NEW and exciting monarch conservation projects!  

The Fish & Wildlife Service is throwing our considerable energy and talent into monarch 
conservation and we need YOU to help!  There are a number of citizen science projects 
you can assist with on the refuge.  Our highest priority is the Monarch Larva Monitoring 
Project (for more information, visit:  http://www.mlmp.org/).  Volunteers will monitor 
the same area of prairie weekly (or several volunteers can share an area to spread out 
the work).  Each week, they will search for and record all monarch eggs, caterpillars 
and pupae.  All tools are provided, and we will host a training session in late spring for 
the folks who sign up.  No knowledge or experience is necessary!
 

We are also going to begin doing Monarch Breeding Habitat Assessments for each unit of the refuge (for more information, visit:  http://
monarchjointventure.org/images/uploads/documents/Habitat_Assessment_Tool_Final_test.pdf).  Volunteers are needed to do a one-time 
broad assessment of an assignment management unit, and to follow up with at least 3 visits throughout the summer to survey milkweed 
species.  Again, all tools are provided and we will host a spring training session for you to learn the protocol and milkweed identification.  

Finally, we are partnering with the Blank Park Zoo on their Plant.Grow.Fly program, in an effort to create and protect more monarch 
and pollinator habitat in Iowa by planting native plants.  This is something you can do at home.  If you are interested in learning more or 
signing up to plant a pollinator garden at your home, please contact Megan Wandag for all the details. It’s easy, it doesn’t have to be big, 
and FREE seeds may be available!   If you already have a native or pollinator garden, you can sign up for extra resources, free materials 
and support.  If you are interested in helping us with any or all of these exciting new volunteer efforts, please contact Megan Wandag at 
515-994-3400 or megan_wandag@fws.gov.

linking girls to the land
By Brianna Patrick, Visitor Services Specialist

Neal Smith NWR will be hosting the annual Linking Girls to the Land event as part of a partnership between national public lands 
and Girl Scouts of the USA. We would love to get as many scouts out to the Refuge as possible for this free event! Linking Girls to the 
Land provides an excellent opportunity for girl scouts to hike and explore native tallgrass prairie, create nature crafts, and complete a 
stewardship project just in time for Earth Day. Additionally, scouts can learn more about careers in natural resources and the importance 
of conservation.
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 ou are invited to an evening   
          in celebration of music, art and  
nature at the 3rd annual Concert on the 
Prairie at Neal Smith National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Just 25 minutes east of Des Moines, this 
evening brings together the Friends of 
Neal Smith NWR, the Big Blue Sky band, 
and the wildlife paintings of artist Michael 
Wilson. 

Join us and enjoy the breezes of the open 
prairie at what’s sure to be a magical   
   night of music, art  
   & nature.

Event 
registration 
$50 per 
person*
 
Seating is limited.
Event registration 
closes June 1, 2015

Y

5:00 PM   Wander the Butterfly Garden & surrounding trails while 
    sampling a variety of delicious wines provided by Wines of 
                  Iowa & featuring Soldier Creek Winery, Fort Dodge, Iowa.      
    Explore a special preview of the breathtaking exhibit
    Spirit of Place by artist Michael Wilson.

6:00 PM   Enjoy a sumptuous meal provided by local restauranteur,                              
                  Magg Family Catering.

7:00 PM    Celebrate Iowa’s conservation successes with special guest:

             U.S. Congressman Neal Smith, retired

8:30 PM   Appreciate nature at night with a guided twilight walk on the   
    Overlook Trail.

    Experience the inspiring music of Big Blue Sky.

Visit www.tallgrass.org to register
or by mail to:

Friends of Neal Smith NWR
P.O. Box 114

Prairie City, Iowa 50228-0114

* All proceeds from Concert on the Prairie, 
donations and a portion of the art sales during 

the exhibit, go towards the purchase of new 
educational displays in the Prairie Learning Center.  

 
Friends of NSNWR is a nonprofit, tax-exempt 

organization under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code. 
Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Thank you for your support!

Friday, June 5, 2015
Music

Jon Stravers & Big Blue Sky
 

Art
Spirit of Place exhibit by artist Michael Wilson

 
Nature

Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge

         Y es! I/we are glad to attend!  Number in party: _________  x $50.00 

                $_________.00 enclosed

   Name(s):           _________________________________________________

   Address:            _________________________________________________

   City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________

   Credit card #:    _______________________________________Exp:______

  CSV code:______

   Phone:               _________________________________________________

   E-mail:               _________________________________________________
 
  I/we regret that we cannot attend. Please accept the enclosed check as a  
  contribution to Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge.

Questions? Visit www.tallgrass.org or call 515-994-2918
Please make checks payable to: Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge
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Presidents' message
By Joan Van Gorp

address service requested

Friends of the Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge
PO Box 114, Prairie City, IA 50228 • 515-994-3400 • www.tallgrass.org • buffalo@tallgrass.org

One of the goals of the Friends is to promote awareness of the Neal Smith National Wildlife 
Refuge.  The need to do that was evident when I went with fellow board member Stacy 
Nelson on February 6 to an event at the Botanical Center. The event was called Sustain-
able Sweethearts, sponsored by Urban Ambassadors. We had a display and talked to many 
people that night from the metro area. 
It was surprising once again, to find out so many people are still not aware of the refuge 
and all it has to offer. The people we visited with were excited and truly interested to hear 
about the refuge. The Friends are striving this year to attend more events like this in the 
community and at refuge events. 
Watch for us at these events:

•	 Arbor Day Celebration at the Enabling Garden in Altoona on April 25, 11:00 
am - 1:00 pm 

•	 Sierra Club’s Earth Day Celebration in Des Moines on April 15. This event starts 
at 6:30 pm, 511 Franklin.  

•	 Linking Girls to the Land, April 16 at the refuge
•	 Earth Day,  April 25 at the refuge  

Stop and see us, and please spread the word to your family, friends, neighbors and co-
workers of the incredible opportunities and experiences awaiting them with a visit to the 
Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge!
If your group or organization has an event that you think would help the Friends promote 
awareness of the  refuge, please give me a call at  515-994-2918.


