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Prairie Wind

Lobby Day 2014
By Joan Van Gorp, Friends Board President

Friends of the Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge
PO Box 114, Prairie City, IA 50228  • 515-994-3400 • www.tallgrass.org • buffalo@tallgrass.org

On March 18, Friends' board members Stan Kuhn, Jonathan Yentis 
and Joan Van Gorp were at the Iowa State Capitol as part of the Iowa 
Environmental Council’s Environmental Lobby Day. There were 
almost 40 organizations represented, such as Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation, Sierra Club, Trees Forever, Iowa Conservation Educa-
tion Coalition, Iowa Audubon and many others.  Lobby Day provides 
an opportunity to let our legislators know the value to all Iowans of 
clean water and a healthy environment. One of the several important 
conservation programs is Iowa’s Resource Enhancement and Protec-
tion Program (REAP). The goal for 2014 is to have this funded at $25 
million in its 25th year. 

Funds provided to REAP are distributed to a variety of conservation 
programs in all of Iowa’s 99 counties. Approximately $300 million 
has been distributed throughout the program’s history, but legislators 
have never funded the program at its full authorized level.

An investment in the environment and conservation 
can have a dramatic economic impact. A 2012 study 
by Iowa State University identified 31,000 Iowa jobs 
and more than $3 billion in annual spending due to 
outdoor recreation in the state.   

The Friends had an exhibit about the Friends organi-
zation and the refuge and spoke with the  legislators, 
visitors and the other organizations. Senator Sheldon 
Whitehouse gave a short message on the need for 
climate action and there was also a press conference 
hosted by conservation advocates. 

We visited with a lot of people and heard great com-
ments about the refuge as many of the participants had 
visited the refuge before. By attending Lobby Day 
not only did we express our commitment to a safe, 
healthy environment for Iowans, but we were able to 
increase awareness of the refuge and all it has to offer.

Council Executive Director Ralph Rosenberg, center, addresses the assembled crowd at 

Environmental Lobby Day, March 18.
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Greetings from Neal Smith NWR
By Cheryl Groom, Acting Refuge Manager

Meet the Board
By Stacy Nelson

Central College Academic Interns

Greetings!
Hopefully everyone has been safe and warm this winter.  Person-
ally, I am REALLY looking forward to spring and all the wonderful 
changes it brings to the prairie. We do have plants growing in the 
greenhouse so if you need a fix of green stop by.  Other exciting 
things that have been happening over the winter are tree removal 
at the savanna trail area, as well as the completion of tree removal 
at the Buzzardhead remnant (the area inside the Tallgrass Trail 
loop).  Over the winter (and into March) approximately 150 acres 
were “retired” from farming and planted with native prairie.   The 
Refuge also welcomed two new yearling bulls to the herd (see the 
article in this newsletter).
During the next few months, the environmental education program 
will get back in full swing with students here every weekday except 
Mondays.  If you are willing to help with a group or two, please 
call the refuge and ask for Megan – I know she would appreciate 
extra hands during the spring.
As always, we look forward to seeing all of you at the Refuge.  If 
you have any questions or comments, please call and ask for me, 
I am happy to talk to you and I thoroughly enjoy conversations 
about the refuge, prairie and savanna, and conservation in general.  
Happy Spring!

       My name is Olivia Schouten and 
I am serving as an academic intern 
here at Neal Smith NWR from January 
to early May. I am currently a senior 
at Central College in Pella, Iowa, 
majoring in Biology and Anthropol-
ogy. Growing up in Pella I have had 
many chances to visit the refuge as a 
visitor, and I am excited to have the 
opportunity to volunteer my time here 
as an intern this semester. My tasks so 
far have included seed cleaning and 
weighing, seed planting and transplant-
ing, data entry and proofing, collecting 
information on native pollinators, and a 

variety of other jobs. I am looking forward to the additional respon-
sibilities the changing season will bring. I am intensely interested 
in all things biological, and am enjoying the opportunity to work 
with our native plant and animal species here on the refuge. I am 
especially excited to watch as winter turns into spring, and see the 
prairie come back to life.
 I have worked for the past three years as a research assistant for 
a Central College professor, whose research focuses on the benefits 
planting native prairies can have in the agricultural landscape. 
Through this work I have learned about the prairie ecosystem, and 
have been inspired to work for the conservation of Iowa’s native 
ecosystems, plants, and animals. I hope to attend graduate school 
in the near future, so that one day I can contribute to the research 
needed to conserve our native ecosystems. I love the mission of 
Neal Smith NWR and am very excited to be a part of the important 
restoration and conservation work that is being done here.

 My name is Jessica Riebkes and I am 
a biology intern here at Neal Smith for 
the spring semester.  The work I am do-
ing at the refuge consists of data entry, 
revising the current local ecotype seed 
brochure, seed cleaning, starting prairie 
seed in the greenhouse, and various other 
tasks. I am enjoying the “winter work,” 
but I am anxiously awaiting spring and 
working outside!
 I am currently finishing up my last 
semester at Central College in Pella, 
IA. During the last four years, prairie 

restoration research and surveying for Iowa’s endangered Indiana 
bat have sparked my interest in the conservation of our local plants, 
animals, and ecosystems. In the fall, I will be starting my masters in 
biology at the University of Northern Iowa, where I will continue 
to pursue my interest in prairie restoration.
 Learning about the land has helped me to better care for it. Each 
day at the refuge I learn something new, so I am grateful for the 
chance to volunteer here!

As a close neighbor of the refuge, it’s been such a joy to watch it 
grow and thrive over the years. I’ve always found myself grateful 
for the open prairie as my backyard, frequently visiting the bison and  
appreciating the beauty of the prairie in bloom. When asked to 
join the Friends Board, I jumped at the chance to get involved in a 
meaningful way. Joining the Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife 
Refuge has also allowed me to meet so many great people! Folks 
who are truly committed to this wild place and who work tirelessly 
to offer visitors valuable learning and exploration opportunities. 
 
Having moved to Iowa more than 30 years ago, I’ve developed a 
deep love for this beautiful state. Over the years, I’ve also learned 
how much Iowa needs places like the Neal Smith National Wildlife 
Refuge. I’ve learned how important it is that wild and open lands 
exist where nature can thrive unimpeded, where so many varied 
species can find healthy habitat, and nature can exist as designed. 
During my months at NSNWR, I’ve discovered how fully the refuge 
staff and volunteers believe in, and are dedicated to, the beauty and 
necessity of nature as an integral part of any healthy ecosystem. 
 
As Membership Coordinator for the Iowa Natural Heritage Foun-
dation, I’m thrilled to offer what I’ve learned over the years to the 
Friends of NSNWR. Each and every member of the Friends group 
is appreciated and has something valuable to offer, whether it’s your 
generosity in providing financial support or volunteering in your 
own special way.  Members are the lifeblood of any organization 
and I’m really glad to be among you. I look forward to meeting 
many of you in the coming months!
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Nature Tots
By Megan Wandag, Volunteer Coordinator By Megan Wandag, Volunteer Coordinator

Earth Day Volunteer Event

Friends Facebook Page Gets a Boost!

The snow is melting fast and signs of spring have already been 
spotted! Flocks of red-winged black birds are flying over the Ref-
uge and the first prairie sprouts have emerged in the greenhouse.  
Please come to one of our public programs and explore the beautiful 
spring prairie with a ranger! 

Nature Tots
Children ages 3 to 5 are invited 
to bring their favorite adult for a 
Nature Tots program,  occurring 
one Saturday per month from 10:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Nature Tots 
is a ranger-led program that uses 
discovery and hands-on learning 
to explore nature topics.
  
Upcoming program dates:
 
Saturday, April 5: 
Root of the Matter

Saturday, May 10: Wiggly Worms

All programs will meet at the front desk of the Prairie Learning 
Center.  Programs are FREE, and will occur rain or shine, but pre-
registration is required.  This is to ensure that the Refuge has enough 
materials and personnel to provide the best experience for you. You 
can register by contacting Megan Wandag at Megan_Wandag@
fws.gov or 515-994-3400.  For further information about these 
programs, please contact Neal Smith NWR at 515-994-3400 or 
check out our Events Calendar page at http://www.fws.gov/refuge/
neal_smith/. We hope to see you this spring!

Photographers of all skill lev-
els and camera types are invit-
ed to photograph the beautiful 
spring prairie on a ranger-led 
walk.  The photo hike will be 
from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 17, 2014.  
The program will begin with 
an overview of some of the 
common springtime flowers 
and wildlife, followed by a 
venture out in the morning 
light to document whatever is found.  Professionals and amateurs are 
welcome!  All photographers will have the opportunity to exhibit 
their work later in the year in our art gallery.  Cameras are not 
provided, please bring your own.  Pre-registration is required. To 
register, please contact Megan Wandag at Megan_Wandag@fws.
gov or 515-994-3400.

Spring Photo Hike
By Megan Wandag, Volunteer Coordinator

Ohio buckeye
Credit: Doreen Van Ryswyk, USFWS

Are you looking for a way to have 
fun outdoors and give back to your 
community this Earth Day?  If so, 
we have the perfect event for you!  
On Saturday, April 19, 2014 from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Neal Smith 
NWR invites volunteers to celebrate 
Earth Day by helping with steward-
ship projects. After a morning of oak 
savanna restoration work, volunteers 
will be treated to a free lunch provided 
by the Friends of Neal Smith NWR.  
The event is free and open to the 
public of all ages.  Pre-registration 
is required.

Earth Day is an international event designed to draw attention to 
and seek solutions for environmental issues.  For this Neal Smith 
NWR event, volunteers will help restore oak savanna and prairie 
ecosystems.  Volunteers representing and working in various 
churches, civic, scouting, and family groups, as well as individu-
als, are welcome to participate!  There is no prior work experience 
necessary. Neal Smith NWR will provide training and all materials 
during the event. 
Pre-registration is required.  Register  by contacting Megan Wandag 
at 515-994-3400 or Megan_Wandag@fws.gov.  Pre-registering 
will help to ensure that we have the proper volunteer paperwork 
necessary and enough work gear and lunches for everyone.  Please 
dress for the weather, a reusable water bottle, and wear closed-toed 
shoes, long pants and long sleeves.  We hope to see you!

By Stacy Nelson, Friends Board

If you haven’t visited our Facebook page recently, stop by and 
check it out!  Friends’ member Linda Frazier has taken the helm 
in providing new content on the page and has been posting some 
great images and insights! Linda visits the refuge often and 
takes wonderful photographs, capturing splendid moments of 
life on the prairie. We are also sharing photographs from refuge 
neighbor and photographer Scott Fairbairn. You may recall his 
recent show in the Ding Darling Gallery in the Prairie Learn-
ing Center.  Scott and Linda have a terrific eye and we’re glad 
they share their frequent visits and bountiful images with us! 

Prairie Learning and Visitor Center 
open on Sundays again

beginning April 6!

Also open on Memorial Day, 
Monday, May 26, 2014
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Y ou are invited to an evening that 
celebrates music, art and nature. 

Concert on the Prairie will be performed 
on the beautiful open prairie at the 
Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge 

just 25 minutes east of Des Moines. 

This event brings together  Friends of 
Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, 
Tropical Steel - Caribbean Steel Band 
and an exhibition of  art, photography 
and literature by select Iowa nature 

artists and authors.

      Event ticket cost per person: 
$40*

All proceeds from Concert on the Prairie 
ticket sales, donations, and a portion 
of art and book sales will support the 

refurbishment and upgrade of educational 
displays in the Neal Smith National Wildlife 
Refuge Prairie Learning and Visitor Center. 

RSVP by completing and mailing the 
enclosed card with payment. 

Don’t miss out on the magical night of 
music, art and nature!

Seating is limited to 250 guests. 
Registration  closes May 25, 2014

Mail RSVP and payment using the 
attached form to:

Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge
P.O. Box 114

Prairie City, IA  50228-0114

Thank you for your support! 
* Ticket sales for this event are not tax deductible.  
Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge is 
a non-profit, tax-exempt charitable organization 
under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue code.  
Donations to Friends are tax-deductible as allowed 
by law.

Activities include:

4:00–6:00 p.m. WAnder the Oak Savanna trail while 
enjOying a taSting Of iOwa wineS

5:00–7:00 p.m. explore the art exhibit thrOughOut the 
prairie learning Center

enjoy fOOd with a trOpiCal flair prOvided 
by lOCal reStauranteur magg family Catering 

7:00–7:30 p.m. shAre with uS in CelebratiOn Of the 
SuCCeSS Of the refuge and evOlving future.

Opening and welCOme by SpeCial gueSt, 
u.s. representAtive neAl smith, retired

7:30 - 8:30 p.m.  sAvor melOdiC Steel drumS On the wind 
with tropicAl steel

8:30 - 9:30 p.m.  AppreciAte the beauty Of the prairie during a guided 
tWilight WAlk On the OverlOOk trail

concert on the prAirie

FridAy, june 6, 2014
music

trOpiCal Steel - Caribbean Steel band

Art

art, phOtOgraphy & literature Of 
SeleCt iOwa artiStS and authOrS

nAture

neal Smith natiOnal wildlife refuge

#
RSVP for this special event

Yes, I/we accept! Number in party:  ________   (x $40 =   _____________ Amount enclosed

Name(s):____ ____________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:___________________________________________________________________________

I/we regret that we cannot attend. Please accept the enclosed check as a contribution to The Friends 
of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge to help them purchase new educational displays.

¨

¨

Please make checks payable to:  
The Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge

casual attire – rain or shine

Questions? Go to www.tallgrass.org  
or Call 515-994-2918

The friends are a nonprofit, tax-exempt charitable organization under section 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code. 
 Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.
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New Books at the Prairie Point Bookstore
By Carl Nollen, Bookstore Manager

American Plains Bison, Rewilding an Icon, by James A. Bailey, Sweetgrass Books, 2013, soft cover, 238 pages, $19.95.  This 
book is a plea to restore American bison populations to free ranging herds.  Bailey proposes five ecotype regions: northern, central, 
southern Great Plains, mountain, and the Far West. Each would have a herd of at least 2000 animals with a minimum of 100 square 
miles (22.4 miles on each side if a square).  We have been warehousing bison in pens so long that we have forgotten what wildness 
means.  This slowly domesticates them.  Bison are the largest North American land mammal, the most neglected by wildlife conser-
vation, and the only wild animal in the United States not allowed to live as a wild animal, outside of parks and refuges.  Even the 
most wild herd in Yellowstone is subject to roundups to corral it back into the Park.  Bailey gives us many records on early bison 
distribution & populations of each and every bison herd today.  Some interesting tidbits:  buffalo birds (now called cowbirds) evolved 
as nest parasites so they could keep up with the herd ever moving on.  Wallows were more important to plains ecology than we real-
ize.  There may have been 100 million of them, affecting vegetation and diversity.  This book’s focus is on the future of our bison.    

The Wild Duck Chase, Inside the Strange and Wonderful World of the Federal Duck Stamp Contest, by Martin J. Smith, Walker 
& Company, 2012, hardcover, 262 pages.  Duck stamps are sold at post offices, sporting goods stores, and wildlife refuges, includ-
ing Neal Smith NWR, and are available at $15 and the junior duck stamp, $5.  The stamp is what you get for a donation which helps 
fund increasing waterfowl habitat.  Our Prairie Wind newsletter editor is in charge of the Junior Duck Stamp contest for Iowa which 
is judged in late March with five local judges.  Top entries are on display in the Prairie Learning Center.  The very readable narra-
tive in this book covers the 2010 contest held in Berkeley California with 235 entries by professional and amateur artists.  Numerous 
digressions throughout the story tell us the problems in continuing to make 
duck stamps better known.  Begun in 1934, the program sells fewer stamps 
due to fewer hunters and stamp collectors.  Getting birders and non-hunting 
conservationists to buy into this program is a challenge.  Minnesota is the top 
selling state, with California second.  All previous winning artists are listed, 
including the first, Ding Darling, and Iowa’s Maynard Reece, who won three 
contests. The Hautman brothers are profiled because they won first and second 
places with their specklebelly goose portraits.  Color photos of those winners 
are included in 16 pages of photographs.  This book would be of interest to 
waterfowl hunters, birders, wildlife artists, and people who want to know 
the inside workings of this yearly contest held in different places each year.  

A Field Guide to Amphibians and Reptiles of Iowa, by Jeffrey B. LeClere, 
Eco Herpetological Publishing, Rodeo, NM, 2013, soft cover, 349 pages, 
$39.95.  Here is the first attempt at a comprehensive book on Iowa’s native 
amphibians and reptiles in one volume.  This non-technical guide has keys, 
distribution maps, species accounts, bibliography, and color photographs of 
each species.  Mark Rouw of Des Moines drew the illustrations for the keys.  Several Iowa organizations sponsored this book which 
includes the 67 species native to Iowa, namely, five salamanders, 17 frogs and toads, 13 turtles, five lizards and skinks, and 27 snakes.  
Conservation and habitat management are emphasized as the public is becoming better informed as to the value of these animals.  

Hunting Red, by Jean Snodgress Wiedenheft, Pocket Mouse Publishing, Cedar Rapids, IA, 2014, soft cover, 39 pages, $9.95.  
Although a red-tailed hawk is on the cover, hunting red does not refer to hunting the hawk.  A girl who prefers to wear brown 
hunts for anything in nature which is red.  All plants and animals noticed are found in the Indian Creek Nature Center near Ce-
dar Rapids, and each illustrated.  After finding many birds and flowers wearing red in the woods, she heads to more open spaces.  
“But there is still red to be found if I head to the meadow.  Not just any meadow will do.  I need a tall grass prairie, where the 
plants grow taller than I am, where the animals have many places to hide, and where there are too many flowers to count.” 

Buffalo Tallow Lotion, from Prairie Soap Company.  This is not a book!  For the first time in this column of book reviews, I will 
mention this product made in South Dakota, and nowhere else, and sold by only one other store in Iowa.  Sourced from ranchers and 
used by native Lakota Indians, this lotion is made from buffalo tallow and is not greasy.  Ideal for dry skin, you can apply it to your 
hands, and then turn a doorknob, for example, without leaving lotion on the doorknob.  Available in 8, 4, 2 ounces for $15, $10, $5.
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The power of a Friends' group is its members.  We represent a variety of interests, talents and financial support allowing the 
Friends of the Prairie Learning Center to meet its mission and goals.  We encourage you to renew your support or become 
a new Friend by completing the membership form below.  Friends of the Prairie Learning Center is a nonprofit organiza-
tion and all donations are tax deductible.

____$25 -- Big Bluestem Friend  ____$50 -- Buffalo Buddy    
____$100 -- Savannah Saver           ____$250 -- Prairie Patron
____Other -- $___________         
Be sure to find out if your company will match contributions.     

Name____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________              Please circle one -
City_________________________________State______________Zip________________
Phone__________________________________Date______________________________               New Member
E-mail___________________________________________________________________                Renewal

Mail to:  Friends of The Prairie Learning Center, PO Box 399, Prairie City, Iowa  50228.  

Come Grow With Us

Meet the Board

Matching Gifts for Donations to the Friends

By Peggy Clarahan

Several years ago I began volunteering at the refuge bookstore and greeting people coming into the Prairie Learn-
ing Center. It’s a position I really enjoy and I have become acquainted with wonderful refuge staff members and met 
some interesting people from all over the world. One day a staff person said to me, “You should join the Friends”. 
I attended a few meetings, was elected to serve on the board in July of 2013 and acquired the responsibility of Volunteer Coordination 
working with Megan Wandag, Refuge Volunteer Coordinator.

Previously I worked in the field of nursing for 36 years. I graduated from a diploma nursing school to become a reg-
istered nurse 46 years ago and about 25 years ago returned to school and received a bachelor’s degree. Through-
out my nursing career I enjoyed a variety of settings (hospital, office, manufacturing and public health) and 
various positions of interest and learning. Each field was unique and provided many opportunities to me. 

Most memorably I was part of a disaster response team sent from the Iowa Department of Public Health to Florida, following destruction 
caused by Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne in 2004. That was a once in a lifetime experience.

Iowa has been my home my entire life. In spite of some extreme weather, I do enjoy the beauty of our different seasons. My family con-
sists of two daughters, eight grandchildren and twelve great grandchildren.  All together, with spouses, there are 30. Imagine Christmas 
at my house!

Hopefully, my health allows me to enjoy many more years as both a Friends' member and volunteer at Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge.

Does your employer have a matching gift program? Many companies offer charitable contribution programs that will match your donation 
to the Friends.  Matching gift programs are a wonderful way to maximum the benefit of your gift.  For employees, finding information 
about this is as simple as contacting your company’s human resources department.   All the contributions to the Friends of Neal Smith 
National Wildlife Refuge go to support the intern program, refuge events and projects. The Friends truly appreciate your contributions 
and hope you can take the time to check if this is an option for you.
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Dreaming Big
By Steve Riggio

It was a tragedy of epic proportions.  
Before European settlers came to North America, tens of millions of bison roamed the grasslands and forests of North America from 
Canada’s Northwest Territory to Mexico, from the Rocky Mountains to the Appalachians.  The settlement of the West during the 1800’s 
changed all that.  The migrating herds encountered a culture of commercialization and brutality that, over 90 years, reduced the bison 
population to about 1,000 animals.  
After their near extinction, a few remnants of those herds were rounded up by ranchers who tried to cross-breed them with cattle hoping 
to produce vigorous hybrids.  They met with limited success.  Today, traces of cattle genes can be found in almost all of the estimated 
500,000 plains bison alive today.  Bison experts agree that the presence of cattle genes should be downplayed because it is more important 
to avert catastrophic loss of the bison species.  They focus on diversifying the bison gene pool of herds in fenced confines hundreds of 
miles apart.  Part of this drama is being played out first-hand only 20 miles from Des Moines, at the Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge.
Cold settled into Central Iowa the evening of January 14, 2014.  A truck carrying two yearling bison east from Colorado exited Highway 
163 at Prairie City about 8:00 PM and wound its way to the Neal Smith NWR.  The two young bulls were off-loaded at the Refuge’s 
800-acre bison enclosure.
The pair did not know that they are part of a second attempt at Neal Smith to help conserve the bison species.  The bison from the first 
attempt were relocated because their genetic make-up was too similar to that of bison at other locations...it lacked uniqueness.  The 
newcomers were selected by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service experts at the Wildlife Health Office in Bozeman MT specifically to enhance 
the genetic diversity of the Iowa herd.  Their transfer from the Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR was part of a project that exchanges bison 
among seven different herds managed by the U.S. Department of the Interior as one large population of some 1,400 animals.   
The Neal Smith herd now numbers 58 animals, a flexible target based on what at any time would best promote the Refuge’s prairie 
restoration and yet allow the bison to sustain themselves naturally.   This linkage between the health of the prairie and that of the bison 
is critical to understanding the program at Neal Smith:  the bison herds are managed to perpetuate the prairie instead of the prairie being 
managed to conserve the bison.  
To be sure, the bison are rounded up annually to assess and adjust the size of the herd.  In the process calves are screened genetically and 
implanted with microchips, adults undergo random health screening and any parasite infestation is mitigated with vegetation manage-
ment.  Beyond that, human interference is minimized.  The bison make their own breeding decisions, sometimes combatively.  Injuries 
are left to heal themselves.  The Neal Smith bison are treated as “wild” animals.
The strategy has big payoffs.  An observer of this bison-prairie interaction would find that bison are attracted to recently burned areas 
in search of fresh, protein-rich sprouts.  Their grazing improves the prairie for songbirds and insects and for shorter plants that cannot 
compete with the tall grasses.  Bison “wallows” collect rainfall, providing habitat for amphibians, aquatic insects and other invertebrates.  
Seeds that are snagged on fur or by-products of digestion are scattered (and fertilized) as the bison roam the grassland.  
You cannot help but wonder what the new bison must be thinking as they blend into this environment.  Maybe they will dream, if bison 
dream, that someday one of their offspring will be able to relive that scene from yesteryear:

“I…was slowly ascending the gentle slope of a hill, 
whose ridge was at no great distance.  Suddenly 
a cloud of dust rose over its crest, and I heard a 
rushing noise as of a mighty whirlwind, or the 
charging tramp of ten thousand horse.  I had not 
time to divine its cause, when a herd of buffalo 
arose over the summit, and a dense mass, thousand 
upon thousand, gallopped with headlong speed, 
directly upon the spot where I stood….It was a 
fearful sight.”  
Philip St. George Cooke                                                                      
“Scenes in the West; or, A Night on the Santa Fe 
Trail, No. III” 
Southern Literary Messenger, VIII (2):147 (1842)

______________________________________________
Thanks to Ms. Karen Viste-Sparkman and Ms. Lee Jones 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for their assistance 
in researching this story. RED

Credit: Scott Fairbairn

This piece was written for and published by the Des Moines Register.
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A Message from the Friends President
By Joan Van Gorp
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Friends of the Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge
PO Box 114, Prairie City, IA 50228 • 515-994-3400 • www.tallgrass.org • buffalo@tallgrass.org

Hopefully by the time you are reading the newsletter, warm spring weather will 
have finally come to the prairie. After the long winter we experienced it is a perfect time 
to visit the refuge.  Whether to just walk the trails, do some shopping at the bookstore 
or better yet - help with the many volunteer activities - I hope you visit the refuge often.

The second Saturday of each month is Stewardship Day and it provides a great 
opportunity for a variety of activities vital to the refuge, especially this time of year. Plants 
need to be transplanted and soon planted outside, there is tree and brush clearing to be 
done and hand-sowing of seed. 

We are also in need of some volunteers to work in the Prairie Point Bookstore. 
If you can help with any of these activities, please let Megan Wandag know at megan_wan-
dag@fws.gov.

We hope many of you can come to the Concert on the Prairie in June. There is 
more information about this in the newsletter, and members and organizations that are on 
our mailing list will soon be receiving an invitation in the mail.

Lastly, this past year we have several new board members. In this issue of the 
newsletter, you will see a short article about Stacy Nelson and Peggy Clarahan, and in the 
next issue we hope to profile Mark Lyle, who has rejoined the board and Sydney Algreen, 
who served as an intern at the refuge in recent years.  A big Thank You to the Friends board 
members for all the hours they put in to support our projects.


