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Seventy Species of Bees at Neal Smith NWR
By Karen Viste-Sparkman, Refuge Biologist
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For the past two summers, the interns and staff at the refuge have collected bees in order to discover more about what species 
we have on the refuge. Bees are important pollinators, and have been in the news lately with concern over chemically treated 
seed. The neonicitinoid insecticides used to treat these seeds are extremely toxic to insects of all kinds, and there is growing 
evidence that their impacts spread into the ecosystem. At Neal Smith NWR we are planting prairie species with the intent of 
restoring the tallgrass prairie ecosystem, and bees are an important part of that ecosystem. In return for our protecting bees 
and providing habitat for them, the bees pollinate native prairie plants and help them produce seed.

When most people think of bees, they think of honey bees. Honey bees are not 
native to this continent, but were brought here by some of the earliest European im-
migrants. Bees are a very diverse group--there are over 4,000 species of native bees 
in North America, including about 50 species of bumblebees! Although honey bees 
have become important pollinators for many of our food crops (many of which are 
not native here, either), native bees are necessary to pollinate certain native plants, 
including foods like tomatoes, blueberries, and eggplants. While some are general-
ists that will feed on the pollen of just about any flower they come across, others are 
pollen specialists. There are plants that require a certain species of bee in order to 
pollinate it (although the bee might also visit other plants), and there are bees that 
require one or a few species of plant (although other bees might also pollinate it). 

Bees have different lifestyles—unlike the honey bee, which is famously social and 
found in swarms, almost all of our native bees (except bumblebees) are solitary 

nesters. Bees may nest in burrows in the ground or in dead trees or other structures, or build nests out of mud. Bees also have different 
flight periods. Specialist bees are in the adult form for only a brief period, while their host plant is blooming, while generalist bees may 
have a long flight period, from spring through fall. 

Our collection process involves placing out bee traps (white plastic cups painted either blue or yellow or left white, filled with soapy 
water) and picking them up the following day. In the same area, we use nets to catch any bees we can find. We collect bees throughout 
the summer, from April through September, when conditions are suitable. Last year bees were collected in the Thorn Valley oak savanna 
that includes the Savanna Trail, and also a particularly diverse planting on the north end of the refuge that we call North Middle. The 
bees that we collect are sent in to a bee expert for identification.  This year we are collecting bees in the Coneflower prairie remnant and 
in a prairie reconstruction area west of the Visitor Center and south of the bison enclosure.

After much painstaking work on the part of the bee expert poring over our specimens (and those of several other refuges) last winter, 
we received the list of species found on the refuge. I am happy to report that we collected 70 species of bees last year! Included in our 
samples were two prairie dependent bee species that specialize on sunflowers, and five species of bumblebees. We also received a col-
lection of pinned bee specimens that were collected on the refuge. Although it doesn’t include every species, we now have a reference 
collection to help us identify bees.

We are anticipating receiving our results from this year. Maybe additional species will be found. We hope to continue to learn about the 
bee diversity at Neal Smith NWR while this program continues.

If you’re interested in bees, you can participate in Bumblebee Watch. The project involves locating and photographing bumblebees, and 
submitting photos and data to contribute to the conservation of bumblebees. For more information on this citizen science project, visit 
<http://bumblebeewatch.org/contents/about/>.
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Manager's Corner
By Cheryl Groom, Acting Refuge Manager

Sunday Ranger Hikes Are Back!

We Need You for Ding Darling Day

Greetings!  This is go-
ing to be an exciting fall 
here at Neal Smith NWR!  
The new refuge manager, 
Lance Koch, will be arriv-
ing around September 24.  
Please stop by and wel-
come him to the Refuge 
when you get a chance.
The geo-thermal well 
field repairs should be 
under way by the time 
you read this, with the 
replacement of the heat pumps for the Visitor Center part of the 
building following shortly thereafter.  This means we will have 
heat this winter!  
We have also welcomed the new Visitor Services staff member – 
Brianna Patrick started in July and hit the ground running.  She is 
a great addition to the staff!  
The prairie is already changing as we gear up for fall seed harvesting, 
education programs, special events and invasive species manage-
ment.  As always, we are looking for volunteers to help with these 
and other activities, and any assistance you can provide is greatly 
appreciated!  Or just come visit – the fall colors of purple and 
white are an amazing sight on the prairie.  Hope to see you soon!

By Brianna Patrick, Visitor Services Specialist

Are you ready to get outside 
and enjoy fall weather?  
On Sunday, September 21, 
2014, from 2:00 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m., we invite you and 
your family to join us for a 
special ranger-led hike. For 
this hike, participants will 
search for birds on the prai-
rie. Early fall is the perfect 
time to view a variety of 
bird species as they prepare 
for their migration south 

or stop over briefly during their long journey. You might catch a 
glimpse of special birds from all over the country right here at Neal 
Smith! Many use the refuge as a prime location for fueling up on 
prairie seeds and insects. Together, we will use our binoculars to 
spot bird species and record the number of different types we can 
find! In case of bad weather on September 21, the program will 
still occur but staff will adapt the program to more appropriately 
fit the conditions.  Bird enthusiasts of all ages and skill levels are 
welcome! We hope to see you! 
The next Ranger Hikes will explore new topics and will take place 
on October 19 and November 16 from 2 p.m.-3 p.m. Please pre-
register for any of the ranger-led hikes by contacting Brianna Patrick 
at brianna_patrick@fws.gov or at 515-994-3400.  

By Megan Wandag, Volunteer Coordinator

     If you are passionate about the prairie and want to do your part 
to help with reconstruction, Ding Darling Day is the event for you!  
On Saturday, October 11 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., volunteers will 
swarm over the Neal Smith NWR prairie in search of valuable 
seeds.  Participants will meet at 9 a.m. at the Prairie Learning and 
Visitor Center for instructions and assignments.  Free lunch will 
be provided by the Friends of Neal Smith NWR to all participants 
at noon.
     We will hand-collect various prairie plant seeds right here on 
our remnants and reconstructed tall grass prairie, which will then 
be either planted in our greenhouse next spring, or spread across the 
refuge to help increase plant diversity on our prairie.  Participants in 
this fun event will have the opportunity to learn more about prairie 
plant identification and the many interesting and varied ways that 
these plants produce seeds.  Volunteers may also have the oppor-
tunity to work on cleaning seeds in our seed lab.
      Please pre-register by contacting Megan Wandag at 515-994-
3400 or megan_wandag@fws.gov.  Dress for the weather, and bring 
a water bottle and a friend.

Collin Strickland
Vegetation Management Intern

My name is Collin Strickland and I 
started my internship as a vegetation 
management specialist at Neal Smith 
National Wildlife Refuge on June 2. 
I am currently working on my under-
graduate at Central College in Pella, 
Iowa, where I am double majoring in 
Environmental Science and Biology, 
with a minor in chemistry. I will be a 
sophomore in the fall and I am very 

excited to learn more about ecosystems. Working for Montgomery 
County Conservation last summer really got me hooked on the field 
of conservation. This field has made a big impact on me in a short 
period of time because I understand all of the changes happening in 
our world involving global climate change. Global climate change is 
something that the effects of it are being seen worldwide. Droughts 
have a big impact on the Midwest because our crops need water 
to grow. Native plants have deep root systems that allow them to 
access water deeper underground when there is not much rainfall 
occurring on the surface. This is what allows a prairie to be full of 
color during periods of droughts.
Being on the prairie every day is really exciting. It changes every 
day. It is awesome to learn about new plants and to see the native 
ones blossom. Looking up unknown plants in field guides has been 
very useful for me. I can read about the plant as well as see it in 
real life. Being on the refuge this summer is helping me learn more 
about the prairie. I am gaining tools and the knowledge to hope-
fully create my own prairie when I am older. I am excited to learn 
all that I can and the skills and knowledge I learn this summer will 
help me in future employment opportunities, as well as personal 
goals. I would to thank the Friends of Neal Smith Wildlife Refuge 
for this wonderful internship opportunity.

Photo: Karen Viste-Sparkman

Photo: Doreen Van Ryswyk
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Brianna Patrick
New Visitor Servies Specialist!

Hello Friends of NSNWR! 
     My name is Brianna Patrick and I am the new Visitor Services 
Specialist here at Neal Smith! Since arriving in mid-July, I have 
felt incredibly welcomed by both staff and Friends. I had the plea-
sure of meeting and speaking with several members, but I would 
like to tell you all a bit about my journey thus far. I was born and 
raised in southeast Michigan.  I recently graduated from Michigan 

State University with a 
Bachelor’s degree in 
Animal Science and a 
Specialization in Envi-
ronmental Studies and 
Agriscience.
     During my under-
graduate experience, I 
became involved with 
the US Fish and Wild-
life Service through a 
Student Conservation 
Association Biology 
Internship at Ottawa 
NWR.  At the end of 
my internship, I was 
selected to become a 

Visitor Services Pathways Intern. The Pathways program allows 
for two internship experiences and potential for a career conver-
sion. My next two summers were spent in an urban refuge setting 
at Minnesota Valley NWR and a tallgrass prairie wetland habitat 
at the Prairie Wetlands Learning Center of Fergus Falls NWR. My 
Pathways experiences provided a wealth of knowledge, opportuni-
ties, and connections.
     After graduation, I was offered a full time position here at Neal 
Smith NWR. Although I knew no one and had never even been to 
Iowa, I jumped at the chance to follow my passion.  I am overjoyed 
to have the opportunity to reach new audiences and educate stu-
dents on the importance of stewardship and prairie habitat. Having 
worked at other refuges in the past, I am incredibly impressed with 
the support system Neal Smith staff has found in the Friends.  I 
look forward to seeing you all at Bison Day and working with you 
in the future!

Photo: Tenlea Turner

2014 Friends Annual Meeting

The Friends Annual meeting will be held Saturday, November 1 
at 3:00 p.m., at the Visitors Center. We invite all Friends members 
to attend. This meeting is a great opportunity to meet the Board 
members, discuss current issues and ask questions about what the 
Friends are doing.  The meeting is held annually preceding the 
Friends Recognition Dinner. Please come early!

Fall Photo Hike
By Megan Wandag, Volunteer Coordinator

Photographers of all skill levels 
and camera types are invited 
to photograph the beautiful fall 
prairie on a ranger-led walk.  The 
photo hike will be from 8:30 a.m. 
to 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, Septem-
ber 20, 2014.  The program will 
begin with an overview of some 
of the common fall plants and 
wildlife, followed by a venture out 
in the morning light to document 
whatever is found.  Professionals 
and amateurs are welcome!  All 
photographers will have the oppor-
tunity to exhibit their work during 
the month of October 2014 in our 
art gallery.  Pre-registration is required. To register, please contact 
Megan Wandag at Megan_Wandag@fws.gov or 515-994-3400.

Photo: Karen Viste-Sparkman

Photo Exhibit and Reception
During the month of November, anyone who participated in any 
of the Photo Hikes may exhibit their images in the J.N. "Ding" 
Darling Art Gallery. There will be a reception for the photogra-
phers and the public on November 8 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Please bring your images to the Refuge between October 14 and 
October 29. For more information, please call the Refuge.

New Friends Volunteer Opportunity
By Joan Van Gorp, Friends' President

Refuge volunteers contribute considerable hours each year helping 
in the prairie reconstruction at the refuge. Many volunteers work on 
the Adopt-a-Trail, 2nd Saturday Stewardship days and many other 
important activities. But there are many tasks that maybe aren’t 
as visible, but still need our Friends volunteers ongoing support.
A few years ago the Friends Board studied a handbook from the 
FWS titled “Soaring to New Heights.” One thing we learned that 
can be a major positive attribute to the organization is the use of 
a committee structure.
Committees would be formed for specific projects and goals, and 
to assist the Friends board members with their specific niche. This 
could involve event planning, advertising, public relations, technol-
ogy, community programs, member and volunteer recruitment and 
grant writing as examples.
This project is in the development stage and we would like to ask 
anyone reading the Prairie Wind to consider this opportunity to 
contribute in a way that will have a direct impact on the refuge 
and its mission.
The Friends would like to have an initial planning event some-
time before the end of the year.  If you are interested, or just have 
questions, please contact Joan at (515)994-2918, j.vangorp@
mediacombb.net.   I would greatly appreciate hearing your ideas 
and suggestions regarding this new venture.
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Collecting, Processing, Storing and Sowing Milkweed Seed
By Wedge Watkins and Becky Erickson

The decline of Monarch butterflies is at a critical level.  The Mexican overwintering populations has declined from using an area of 22 
acres to about one acre.  There are many reasons for the decline, including loss of habitat, both in Mexico and in their Midwest migra-
tion route throughout North America. What can we do to help Monarchs now and in the near future?

- Scout out areas for milkweed plants.  Learn to identify at least common milk-
weed and swamp milkweed.  Others you might find are    Sullivan’s, purple, tall 
green, butterfly, whorled or spider (in un-glaciated areas).
- Don’t mow areas where you find milkweed growing.
- Delay fall prescribed burning until milkweed seed has been collected from burn 
units.
- Collect seed pods from milkweed when they are ready.  Pods are ready when 
they are dry, gray or brown.  If center seam pops with a gentle pressure, they can 
be picked. If they are starting to fluff out, of course they can be collected.  It is 
best to collect pods into paper bags. Label the bag as to location and habitat and 
the species. Store in an air-conditioned place until processed.
- Process the seed by removing the pods and silks. All manner of mechanical 
devices have been tried to do this in bulk and most are unsuccessful. Hold the 
pod in both hands by the ends. Pop it open enough to hold thumb over silk. 

Open pod a bit more so you can tease seed into container. Drop silk into another container; when it becomes unruly, spray it with a 
little water. There could be seed still in with the silk and pods, so place it somewhere it might grow.
-Store seed properly. Seed needs to be completely dry.  Seed is a living plant. 
When air temperature and humidity added together are less than 100, there is a 
good chance the seed will remain viable for a few years. If the combined number 
reaches 150, the seed has lost viability. Do not leave in a hot vehicle or in a 
closed container outside in a shed. Do not freeze them as that will kill the seed. 
After processing, store in a clean plastic container in refrigerator. Label: “spe-
cies, year, for planting location”.
-Identify appropriate areas to sow the seed. Find another area where habitat is 
similar to where you found the plant and also where there are few/no milkweeds 
growing. Do not sow in areas likely to be sprayed with Glyphosate or other 
herbicides.
- Prepare the planting site if needed using common garden tools. If the planting 
site is a strip next to a field or road, is thick with fescue or brome or some other 
alien vegetation, it would be beneficial to spry Glyphosate over the area several 
weeks before planting. Then mow short and scruff up the surface with a rake. 
Do not till.

- Sow the seed on bare soil, prior to the first snow; sometime between Halloween and Christmas 
is best. If soil in unworkable, germination success would be higher if seed is raked a bit into the 
surface. Raking is not necessary. Simply walk on the seed for good contact. A very light cover of 
dead vegetation (mulch) can be helpful to keep seedlings from drying out in early summer.
- GPS the seed collection site and planting location or mark it correctly on a map or aerial photo.  
A photo of the location would also help future monitoring efforts.

RESOURCES - 

Websites:
Monarch Joint Venture:  http://monarchjointventure.org
The Xerces Society:  http://www.xerces.org

Milkweed information and seed sources:
http://www.xerces.org/milkweeds-a-conservation-practitioners-guide
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_PLANTMATERIALS/publications/mopmcpu11905.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_PLANTMATERIALS/publications/nvpmctn11525.pdf

Butterfly Milkweed

Common Milkweed

Whorled Milkweed
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New Books at the Prairie Point Bookstore
By Carl Nollen, Bookstore Manager

The Prairie That Nature Built, by Marybeth Lorbiecki, illustrated by Cathy Morrison, Dawn Publications, 2014, soft cover, 32 pages, 
$8.95.  New children’s books on prairies are uncommon, and this one just published in August is very welcome.  The two-page spreads 
are filled with many animals and plants to look at to invite the reader to linger on each page.  The text is rhyming verse such as, “These 
are the critters that worm and squirm, alive in the dirt so dark and thick, under the prairie that nature built. Some of these critters squirm 
so small, without a glass, you can’t see them all.  But they are big eaters and builders too, making good earth from animal poo.” A prairie 
primer in the back explains important topics.  The Iowa Prairie Network is on the list of great prairie organizations. You can get a free 
pop-up app for this book to watch the animals pop up from each page by scanning the code on the back cover.  
The Mouse and the Meadow, written and illustrated by Chad Wallace, Dawn Publications, 2014, soft cover, 32 pages, $8.95.  This book is 
similar to the Prairie book above, with a free pop-up app to make the pictures 3-D, two page spreads with giant illustrations from a mouse’s 
eye view, and rhyming verse throughout.  The text written as poetry makes this book all the more appealing and rhyming lines take more 
talent than ordinary writing.  This young mouse explores its surroundings and learns of all the dangers.  “One day a little meadow mouse 
was crawling through a field, staring in amazement at the wonders it revealed.  The grassy open meadow put his courage to the test, for 
he had never left the comfort of his mother’s nest.” Etc. The back pages explore how animals communicate, is there animal altruism, and 
explanations of meadows.  “A meadow is a community of grasses and wildflowers…sometimes called a prairie…”

Grasses In Your Pocket, A Guide to the Prairie Grasses of the Upper Midwest, by Anna B. Gardner, Michael Hurst, Deborah Lewis, 
and Lynn G. Clark, University of Iowa Press, 2014, $10.95.  This foldout, laminated, 16-panel guide illustrating 55 grass species is right 
“up our alley.”  The four authors are associated with Iowa State University.  
The illustrations are mostly photographs, with some drawings.  The species 
are organized into groups by their most easily noted field characteristics.  Big 
bluestem is here, of course, the dominant grass in our Refuge. 
  
Living a Land Ethic, A History of Cooperative Conservation on the Leopold 
Memorial Reserve, by Stephen A. Laubach, University of Wisconsin Press, 
2014, soft cover, 137 pages, $19.95.  We have several books in our store about 
Aldo Leopold and his restored prairie.  This pioneer prairie restorer began his 
work in 1935.  This book chronicles the formation of his 1600-acre reserve in 
central Wisconsin and tells us how his legacy is kept alive by a small group 
of landowners there.  Many black and white photographs and aerial views 
dating from the 1930’s to the present show us how keeping the health of the 
land is going forward.  Footnotes, a bibliography, and an index complete this 
record of wildland management.
  
A Butterfly Called Hope, by Mary Alice Monroe, with Linda Love (Nana 
Butterfly), and photography by Barbara Bergwerf, Arbordale Publishing, 2013, soft cover, 32 pages, $9.95.  A little girl named Hope 
notices a strange creature among the flying flowers (butterflies) in her mother’s flower garden.  “Mommy”  tells her it is a caterpillar and 
they take it to Nana Butterfly for identification.  Learning that this will be a monarch butterfly they take it home to raise in an aquarium.  
They put fresh milkweed leaves in it every day.  One day they notice a green chrysalis hanging from the top which turns black after eight 
days.  Eight photographs show the metamorphosis into a monarch.  They set it free into the garden and the little girl gives it her name, 
Hope.  Four pages of learning activities after the story cover the monarch life cycle, vocabulary, generations and migrations, and raising 
monarchs.  This photographic journey invites curiosity in biology.  

The Scientific Nomenclature of Birds in the Upper Midwest, by James Sandrock & Jean C. Prior, University of Iowa Press, 2014, 
paperback, 181 pages, $$25.00.  Naming things may be the world’s oldest profession. Latin words for birds help identify the exact species 
whereas there may be several common names for the same bird.  Each genus and species is explained with a little history of each name 
chosen.  My quibble with this list is no pronunciation.  I studied Latin in high school (and enjoyed it!), so I can figure out how to say 
most words.  The authors’ explanation, “We have not included rules for the pronunciation of the scientific names.  In general, they can 
be pronounced  the same as in English, keeping in mind that each syllable is pronounced separately,” is unsatisfactory, and keeps the 
Latin names out of reach for most people.  Ammodramus leconteii is Le Conte’s sparrow. The “e” in the common name is supposed to be 
silent, but evidently pronounced in the species name.  And how are the two “ii”s pronounced?  A long and a short?  A short and a long?  
Two long “i”s?  Two short “i”s?  We will have to look elsewhere.
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The power of a Friends' group is its members.  We represent a variety of interests, talents and financial support allowing the 
Friends of the Prairie Learning Center to meet its mission and goals.  We encourage you to renew your support or become 
a new Friend by completing the membership form below.  Friends of the Prairie Learning Center is a nonprofit organiza-
tion and all donations are tax deductible.

____$25 -- Big Bluestem Friend  ____$50 -- Buffalo Buddy    
____$100 -- Savannah Saver           ____$250 -- Prairie Patron
____Other -- $___________         
Be sure to find out if your company will match contributions.     

Name____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________              Please circle one -
City_________________________________State______________Zip________________
Phone__________________________________Date______________________________               New Member
E-mail___________________________________________________________________                Renewal

Mail to:  Friends of The Prairie Learning Center, PO Box 399, Prairie City, Iowa  50228.  

Come Grow With Us

Fall Public Programs
By Brianna Patrick, Visitor Services Specialist

Fall has arrived at Neal Smith NWR.  Sunflower blooms create pools of yellow on distant hillsides. Big bluestem grass is shifting from 
its summer green to iridescent shades of blue, red and purple. In almost no time at all, it will turn a shimmery yellow and create a prairie 
rich in hues of gold.  Monarchs are also migrating through, along with some sparrows and longspurs, while other birds such as northern 
harriers and short-eared owls are just beginning to knock at the prairie’s doorstep and make their preparations to stay through winter.  
Fall is one of the most beautiful seasons on the prairie.   Come discover all of these treasures and more at Neal Smith NWR during our 
FREE public programs!

Nature Tots
Children ages 3 to 5 years old are invited to bring their favorite adult for a Nature Tots program. Nature Tots is a ranger-led program 
one that occurs one Saturday per month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. It focuses on using discovery and hands-on learning to explore 
exciting nature topics!  
Upcoming program dates: 
Saturday, October 4: Lovely Leaves 
Saturday, November 1: Winter Sleepers 

Family Fun Hikes
Are you ready to get outside and enjoy fall weather doing something that the whole family can enjoy?  
Join our special ranger-led Family Fun Hikes, from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., one Sunday per month for 
family oriented, outdoor adventures.  
Upcoming program dates:
Sunday, September 21: To Be A Bird 
Sunday, October 19: The Power of Seeds 
Sunday, November 16: Fall Photo Hunt 

All programs will meet at the front desk of the Prairie Learning Center.  Programs are FREE, and will 
occur rain or shine, but pre-registration is encouraged.  This is to ensure that the Refuge has enough 
materials and personnel to provide the best experience for you. You can register by contacting Brianna Patrick at brianna_patrick@fws.
gov or 515-994-3400.  For further information about these programs, please contact Neal Smith NWR at 515-994-3400 or check out our 
website at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/nealsmith/. We hope to see you this fall!
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Bison 
Days 

Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge
Saturday, September 27, 2014

10 am - 3 pm s Free Admission

9981 Pacific St., Prairie City, Iowa  
For more information call 515-994-3400

Bison photos courtesy of Scott Fairbairn photography 

Bison chip throwing contest

Flint knapping - Make your own arrowhead!

Music & storytellingSpinning & weaving
Ropemaking Arts & crafts

Food & drink will be available for purchase

Plus, meet the Author! John Price  
author of Man Killed By Pheasant

Pre-settlement artifacts
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A Message from the Friends President
By Joan Van Gorp

Return Service Requested

Friends of the Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge
PO Box 114, Prairie City, IA 50228 • 515-994-3400 • www.tallgrass.org • buffalo@tallgrass.org

It has been a busy summer for the Friends board members. We are helping the refuge 
staff in the planning of Bison Day to be held on September 27. Please plan to attend this 
fun event!

Planning for the 2015 Concert on the Prairie has begun! The concert will be held Friday, 
June 5, 2015, so please save the date. We are continuing to build on the success of the 
last two concert events. More information will be in future Prairie Wind newsletters.

The board also has been meeting with four University of Northern Iowa MBA students. 
Their class project, Capstone Experience, is the “comprehensive application of the gradu-
ate level curriculum in a strategic context.” The MBA Capstone team will be assisting the 
Friends board in several ways, including strategic planning, possibilities for expanding 
programs and increasing the public’s awareness of the Friends and the refuge. They will 
soon be presenting their final plan to the Friends Board and we welcome their ideas. They 
are a great group to work with.
     
I hope many of you have been to the refuge lately. With all the rain we have had, the 
prairie is thriving! Take a walk on one of the trails and experience the peace and serenity, 
and also the beauty and variety of all the native plants.  


